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WHAf

WhatMakes Him
Unique?

AN IS the most
complex, truly
unique physical
mechanism ever

designed and made.\-/ With such a marvelous mind
and body, we might expect it was
only natural that our Maker send
along his "Instrus[i6n E]66k"-
just as a manufacturer sends
along with the instrument or
device he manufactures an
instruction book describing what
his product is designed to do.

That Instruction Book God did
send. It reveals the missing dimen-
sion in knowledge-the incredible
human potential.

God's lnstruction Book

This Instruction Book tells us what
we are, why we are, where we are
going, and the way to get there! We
call it the Holy Bible.

lt reveals that God first created
angels---composed of spirit, though
lesser than God and lacking in ulti-
mate creative power. It reveals that
the physical universe, including the
earth, was next brought into exis-
tence. A third of the angels were

. then placed here on earth. They\-/- were put under the rule of the gov-
ernment of God, which was admin-

istered on earth by the great arch-
angel known as Lucifer.

Under the government of
God-which is in reality the
administration of God's way of
outgoing love as spelled out by the
Ten Comm2ndmsnl5-the earth
was initially filled with peace,
happiness, joy and wonderful
accomplishment. But ultimately,
Lucifer led the angels under him
into rebellion. The government of
God was rejected, no longer
enforced. As a result, the earth
became waste and empty, in con-
fusion and darkness (Gen. l:2).
Later, in six literal days God
renewed the face of the earth (Ps.
104:30). He made physical life
forms-the flora and then the fau-
na. These life forms were created
without reasoning, decision-mak-
ing processes, and without ethical
or moral capabilities-except for
man, God's masterpiece of cre-
ative workmanship.

What Man Is
In the FoUNDATToN of knowledge,
God's Instruction Book for man,
the Creator God reveals much
knowledge about man himself that
is totally beyond man's ability to
discover for himself-including the
knowledge and understanding of
what man is, why he was made that

way, and what he is ultimately to
become.

God created the first man. And
he tells us how he made him so
there would be no doubt as to what
we really are. The first man was
made from and therefore composed
of earth-the dust of the ground!

"1[sg"-1lat was composed of the
dust of the ground (Gen. 3:19).

After God had formed the
pan-64de all the cells in his
body-God imparted to him physi-
cal life (Gen. 2:7). God blew into
the man's lungs, through the nos-
trils, air-"the breath of life"-
containing oxygen, and the man
began to live! Notice that the verse
does not say God breathed an
immortal soul into the man.

The source of physical life in
man and all animals is the same.
Not once in the Bible does the
"breath of life" even remotely refer
to an "immortal soul" or life apart
from the physical body. Otherwise
animals, birds and gyen insssf5-
gnats, fleas, mosquitoes-have im-
mortal souls, for they all have the
same "breath of life" (Gen. 7:21-
22).

When God breathed the breath
of life into the nostrils of the first
man,' he became "a living soul"
(Gen. 2:7).

Man does not have 3 sgul-rn21
IS a "soul"!

Since man is a soul, and the soul
is mortal-then man is mortal, sub-
ject to death. That is why the
Scriptures call human beings
"mortal man" (Job 4:17).

When an animal dies, it is dead.
When man dies, he is completely
dead, too. All men and animals
alike go to the same place at death
(Eccl. 3:20). Why? Because they
all have the same temporary source
of life-air. After death, all men
and animals become dust once
again.

Why Created Mortal

The government of God ceased to be
administered on this earth after the
rebellion of Lucifer (now Satan) and
one third of the angels. Later, God
created the first human, Adam, with
the potential of qualifying to replace
Satan as ruler of the earth, thus
restoring the government and way of
God to this earth. But to qualify as



successor to Satan, the human suc-
cessor had to reject Satan's way and
voluntarily come under the govern-
ment of God.

God's master plan for accomplish-
ing his purpose for the human race
took form and shape even before
man was made. God planned that if
mortal man sinned by rejecting
God's government-as all but Jesus
have-God would make it possible
for him to REPENT-io turn from
sinning, to be reconciled to God and
to live God's way of life, finally to be
born of God as members of his eter-
nal family!

Repentance is turning from the
way of Satan /o the government of
God. It is accepting God's rule over
our lives through his law of love. It is
accepting Jesus Christ as Savior and
coming King-the "second Adam"
who qualified (where the first Adam
failed) to reestablish the government
of God on the earth by overcoming
Satan. Those who are to reign with
Christ must likewise reject Satan's
way, overcome that way day by day,
and actually live by God's law of
love. If they continue in this way,
they will be born of God-become
immortal spirit at the first resur-
rection (I Cor. 15:42-54:' John 3:3-
8).

But those who will not repent
and accept Christ's sacrifice in pay-
ment for their sins-those who
refuse to turn from Satan's way and
refuse to come under the govern-
ment of God in their lives-will
ultimately perish (Rom. 6:23; Rev.
20:14-15:. Mal. 4:l-3).

God wants every human being
who has ever lived to have the
opportunity to repent and live for-
ever (II Pet. 3:9; I Tim. 2:4). But
God will not force anyone to choose
life. For those who refuse to follow
God's way to eternal life there will
be the "second death"-the fate of
all uNrepentant sinners. They will
cease to exist forever. They will be
as if they had never been!

We can now see that God chose
to make man first out of physical
matter instead of spirit for an
important reason. Before the cre-
ation of man, he had made angels
out of immortal spirit-not mortal
flesh and blood, subject to death.
And one third of these angels
sinned by rebelling against the gov-
ernment of God. But the punish-
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ment of sinning angels is not
death.

Angels Were Created Different

Angels are composed of spirit and
therefore cannot die. Since one
third of the angels chose the way of
sin, their punishment will last for
eternity. Their sins have resulted in
eternal hopelessness and frustra-
tion, their minds being filled with
resentment, bitterness and rebel-
lion. Happiness and joy have left
them forever!

But for man, God planned in
advance that if man, composed of
matter, sinned and refused to
repent, he would die-he would be
as though he had not been. God
will not allow any incorrigible
human being to live forever in men-
tal anguish and torment like the
fallen angels. This plan reflects
God's great mercy toward mortal
man!

When called by God and made
to realize that he has sinned, man
can REPENT-turn from his sin /o
God's way. And once his course is
changed, with God's help he can
pursue a life of obedience to God.
He can grow in spiritual knowledge
and develop the character of God-
overcome wrong habits, weaknesses
and faults. And this is all done
through the free will and choice of
each human mind.

Only man, of all God's physical
creatures, has the seemingly mirac-
ulous ability to think, reason, plan
and design, come to conclusions
based on acquired knowledge. Ani-
mals cannot comprehend the con-
cepts of good and evil. They don't
repent.

Have you ever wondered why?
Have you ever thought about the
vast difference between animal
brain and human mind, and what
could possibly account for it?

Animal Brain vs. Human Mind

There is a great, uncrossable cuvp
between animal brain and human
mind. The evolutionary theory
assumes that humans are animals.
But one thing evolution can never
explain is the total difference
between animal brain equipped with
instinct, and the human mind with
creative reasoning powers of intel-
lect and devoid of instinct in the
strict sense that animals possess it.

Some animals have physical
brains as large or larger than man's
brain, and with similar cerebral
cortex complexity-but none has
the powers 

-of 
intellect, logic, self- 1

consciousness and creativity.
The physical brain of a dolphin,

whale or elephant is larger than the
human brain, while a chimp's is
slightly smaller. Qualitatively the
difference between them and the
human brain is very little-not
enough to remotely account for the
vastly superior intelligence and out-
put of the human brain. The gap
between animal brain and human
mind is incredibly vast!

When God molded Adam out of
the dust of the ground, he was
made in the "likeness"-ffis sg[-
ward form and shape-of Goo
himself (Gen. l:26). God did not
make any of the other creatures to
be a clay replica of himself. This
unique form and shape was given to
man alone. This is because man
was created with the potential to
become God!

Each animal was created with a
brain suited for its particular ani-
mal kind. But animals do not have
the potential of urNo and cnnnec- _
r"*ihut God gave only to man. No 1
animal was ever given the gift of
mind power-ability to think, to
reason, to make choices and deci-
Sions-as was man!

It is this very IPECTAL ATTRI-
BUTE OF MIND AND CHARACTER
that separates men from animals!

Animals possess what we call
instinctf Their brains are pro-
gramed, so to speak, by God with
particular instinctive aptitudes to
live and perform in a certain way.
They follow instinctive habit pat-
terns in their feeding, nesting,
migration and reproduction. Thus
beavers build dams, birds build
nests. These aptitudes are inher-
ited-they are not the result of log-
ical, cognitive or thinking pro-
CCSSES.

For example, .millions of birds
flock south each year as winter
approaches in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. They don't stop to reason
why, they don't ask themselves
whether they should, they don't
plan ahead an itinerary for the trip. o
At a given internal signal-like the \

preset alarm of a clock-they leave
their summer feeding grounds in



the north and travel hundreds,
sometimes thousands of miles
south. Scientists don't fully under-
stand why-they merely observe

.. the operation of this animalv instinct.
Each species or kind of bird

builds a different type of nest,
feeds on specific kinds of foods, and
migrates at different times to vari-
ous destinations. But none of these
actions is planned in advance by
the birds as humans would. Birds
merely have the capability and pro-

, clivity to do that which Almighty
God built into the instinct of each
at creation.

. But man's mind is vastly differ-
ent from animal instinct. Man is
able to devise various ways to do
any one thing or to achieve a prede-
termined goal. Man can acquire

, knowledge and reason from it. He
can draw conclusions, make deci-
sions, will to act according to a
thought-out plan.

Man can design and build differ-
ent types of houses, using different
designs and different building
materials. Some houses are built of
wood, some of brick or stone, and
some people living near the North

. Pole even live in ice houses called* igloor. Humans also eat different
foods, prepared in many different
ways. We may live entirely differ-
ent life-styles from one another.
And if a man wants to change his
way of life-he can! Man is not
subject to instinct. He is not gov-
erned by a set of predetermined
habit patterns as animals are.

Man can choose-he has free
moral agency. He can devise codes
of conduct and exercise self-disci-
pline. Man can originate ideas and
evaluate knowledge because he has
a MIND that is patterned after
God's own mind! Man can devise,

r plan and bring his plans to fruition
because he has been given some of
the very creative powers of God!

, Man alone can wonder, "Why
was I born? What is life? What is
death? Is there a purpose in human
existence?" Man, unlike the ani-
mals, not only "knows" how to do
certain things, but he also rNows
that he knows-that is, he is aware
that he has knowledge. He is con-

Vscious of the fact. He is sely'con-
- scious, aware of his own existence

as a unique being.

One thing evolution can
never explain is the total
difference between animal

brain equipped with
instinct, and the human

mind with creative
reasoning powers of

intellect.

These attributes of mind and
character make man God's uNIeuE
physical creation. God has shared
some of his own qualities with man.
And God expects man to develop
and become conformed to the splr-
itual "image" of God's perfect
mind and holy character (Matt.
5:48)-just as man now is formed
in the physical "image" of God.

"HuRlan" Spirit Makes
the Difference!

Man was created to have a special
relationship with God that animals
are utterly unable to have. Man was
made in the likeness of the Goo
kind. He was made in God's image
so that he might one day be born
into God's divine family!

God's purpose in making mortal
man after his own likeness
demanded mind power in man pat-
terned after God's own mind. That
is why the most remarkable thing
about man is his mind.

What is it then that separates
humankind from the animal king-
dom? What gives man this God-
plane power of intellect?

It all boils down to a nonphysical
component in the human brain that
does not exist in animal brain. It is
this nonphysical component that
makes man so vastly different from
animals. It is what makes man truly
uNreun!

Man does not have an immortal
soul within him that enables him to
live on apart from his body after
death (remember man is a mortal
soul). But the Bible nevertheless
does speak of a "spirit IN man"

(Job 32:8, 18; Zech. l2:l; I Cor.
2:tt).

Many passages of Scripture
show that there is a "spirit" rN
man! This spirit is not the man-it
is something that is IN the man.
Joined with the physical brain of
the man, it forms human urNo. It
imparts to man's brain his unique
powers of intellect and personali-
ty-the ability to think rationally
and make free will decisions. It
imparts the ability to learn mathe-
matics, languages or other types of
knowledge such as music, art, car-
pentry, flying.

But that's all. The spirit that is
/N man has no consciousness of
itself. It is not at "immortal soul."
This spirit is not the "man."

The spirit that is rN man can be
called "human" spirit, for it is in
each human, even though it is spir-
it essence and not matter. It is not a
"ghost," spirit being or the Holy
Spirit. It is not the man, but spirit
essence rN the man. [t is uor a
soul-the physical human is a
soul.

The human spirit does not
supply human life-the human life
is in the physical blood, oxidized by
the breath of life (Lev. 17:l 1).

But the spirit in man does impart
the power of intellect to the human
brain. This nonphysical component
in the human brain is spirit essence,
just as in the material world air is a
gaseous essence. This "human"
spirit cannot see. The physical
brain sees through the eyes.

The human spirit in a person
cannot hear. The brain hears
through the ears.

This human spirit cannot think.
The brain thinks-although the
spirit imparts the power to think
far above the level of brute animals'
brain function. Without such spirit
animals cannot do original think-
lng.

Whatever knowledge enters the
brain through the five senses is
instantly stored (memorized) in the
"human" spirit within the person,
much like a computer stores infor-
mation. It enables the brain to have
instant recall of stored-up knowl-
edge in the spirit, thus enabling the
brain to utilize bits of related
knowledge in the process of rnINr-
tNc and REASoNTNG.

The human spirit imparts the



power of intellect to the physical
brain in two ways: l) it gives the
brain instant recall of whatever the
brain calls for in the knowledge
stored in this memory; 2) it supplies
the brain whatever energy is needed
to cause it to think-that is, to put
the pieces of information stored in
the spirit together in the process we
call "thinkitg," "reasoning" and
"drawing conclusions." The human
spirit also is the means God has
instilled to make possible a personal
relationship between human ulN
and divine Goo.

The truth about the "spirit in
man" is so important that Satan,
the archdeceiver, twisted and per-
verted it long ago. He clouded the
minds of men and led them into
believing his "big lie" as far back in
time as the first human beings in
the garden of Eden.

Here was the origin of the "im-
mortality of the soul" teaching so
prevalent today! Satan told the first
woman she would "not surely die"
(Gen. 3:4). [n other words, she had
an "immortal soul" that would live
forever. Eve believed this lie. And
most of the world today continues
to believe some variation of that
ancient "big lie"!

A Second Spirit Needed

Man has the intellectual capacity to
design spaceships to take him to the
moon and back, to invent the com-
puter and to do other marvelous
exploits in the physical, material
realm. Yet during man's nearly
6,000 years on earth, he has proved
that he cannot solve his problems
with fellowman.

Why has this been so? Because
man's real problems ate spiritual in
nature and the natural man simply
cannot solve spiritual problems. In
producing the computer or in flying
to the moon, he is dealing with phys-
ical matter that he can understand
because of the human spirit within
him. But he cannot solve problems
with fellow humans because this
involves knowledge and understand-
ing of spiritual principles, which he
cannot comprehend without the
addition of another spiritual ele-
ment to his mind!

Man was made to need another
spirit-the Holy Spirit of God!
Just as a human could not know the
things of human knowledge except
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spaceships to take him to

Man has the intellectual
capacity to design

the moon and back,
yet he cannot solve his

problems
with fellowman.

by the human spirit within him, so
he cannot know the things of
God-spiritual knowledge-except
by the addition of the Spirit of God
(I Cor. 2:9-ll, l4).

Just as surely as no animal
brain-such as a cow's, for exam-
ple-can comprehend or under-
stand human affairs without the
human spirit, so no human mind
can have comprehension of spiri-
tual truths on the divine plane
without the Holy Spirit!

Even the greatest scientific and
philosophical minds simply cannot
come to know and understand spln-
ITUAL truths with their natural
minds. They are "foolishness" to
them. The natural man with his
human spirit is limited to material
knowledge.

Spiritual things cannot be seen
with the eye, heard with the ear,
felt with the hands, tasted or
smelled. The human mind, which
can receive knowledge only
through the physical senses, can
never really comprehend spiritual
concepts and principles without the
Holy Spirit of God. A person can
come to know that which is spiri-
tual only through God's Holy Spir-
it, which works with the human
spirit in the mind. That is the only
way the human mind can receive
and comprehend the knowledge of
and attain God's cREAT PURPosE
for man's existence!

Man was created incomplete. He
was made to need another spirit-
the Holy Spirit of God.

How can one receive the Holy
Spirit? Through Christ, the second

Adam, we can receive God's gift of
his Holy Spirit. Upon repentance
and faith in Jesus Christ, whose
death paid the penalty for sin in our ^stead, we may be reconciled to God \
and receive the Holy Spirit of God,
which is added to our human spirit
(Acts 2:38; John 7:38-39). Thus we
become the begotten children of
God (I Pet. 1:3; Rom. 8:14-17).

The human spirit in man and the
Holy Spirit of God join to make a
begotten child of God, just as the
male sperm cell and the female
ovum or egg cell join to make a
begotten human, but not yet devel-
oped or ready to be born as a
human bein!.

God's Holy Spirit, when it com-
bines with the human spirit in the
human mind, does two things: 1) it
begets the human with divine, eter-
nal life later to be born into the
God family as a divine being, then
composed wholly of spiriq 2) it
imparts to the mind the ability to
comprehend spiritual knowledge-
to understand the things of God.

The first human beings were
freely offered this second and
much-needed Spirit. Of the two
symbolic trees in the garden in *
Eden, the "tree of life" represented \
God's Holy Spirit. To have taken
the fruit of that tree would have
been to receive God's Holy Spirit,
which would have joined with their
human spirits, impregnating them
as begotten (not yet born) children
of God.

But by taking of the fruit of the
"tree of the knowledge of good and
evil," our first parents rejected
God's Spirit, which would have
begotten the very life of God in
them and would have enabled them
to understand revealed spiritual
knowledge. Thus they cut them-
selves and their descendants off
from access to God's Spirit. They
limited themselves and the human
race to material knowledge and
understanding (Gen. 3:22-24), ex-
cept for those whom God would
specially call (John 6:44) and give
his Spirit.

The Spirit-begotten Christian
now has, conditionally, the presence
of eternal life within him (or her)
through a portion of the Spirit from 

^the Father. But this does not mean \'

he is an immortal spirit being. He is
not yet composed of God's Spirit. He

l
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is now an "heir" of God (Rom. 8:16-
l7)-not yet an inheritor or a pos-
sessor, not yet "born again." But, if
the Holy Spirit dwells in us, God
will. at Christ's return to earth asv King of kings, give us immortality
by his Spirit that dwells in us (Rom.
8:l l).

Now just as in human reproduc-
tion the impregnated embryo,
which later becomes a fetus, is not
yet born, but must be nourished for
a period of time through the human
mother, so the begotten Christian
is not yet born into the God family.
The divine life has merely been
begotten. It must now grow!

Why We Must Grow Spiritually
Included in God's purpose for
creating man is the development of
righteous, spiritual character with-

, in him. Notice again what God said
in Genesis l:26: "Let us make man
in our image-. . ." The original
Hebrew here indicates far more
than merely the form and shape of
God-his outward likeness.
"Image" also refers to mind and
character! God intended for man-
to whom he gave the gift of a think-
ing, reasoning mind-to ultimately

. have the verv mind and characterV of GOD!
God's purpose in creating man is

to reproduce himself with the per-
fect spiritual character only God
possesses. Man was therefore
created in God's own image and
likeness, his own form and shape
with a mind similar to his, so God
could begin to develop the very
character of God in him.

Just as the human body and
brain gradually begin to form dur-
ing the gestation period in human
reproduction, the righteous and
holy character of God must begin
to form and grow once one is begot-
ten by God's Spirit (II Pet. 3:18; I
Pet. 2:l-2).

Obviously, one cannot become
absolutely perfect in character until
the resurrection, when God will
complete the process by giving
each begotten human a new, per-
fect spirit body with perfect-sin-
less (I John 3:2, 9)-nature that
will be like Christ's and the

Father's. But in the meantime, God
wants his Spirit-begotten children
to grow in his spiritual character
daily by obeying his command-
ments and overcoming and rooting
sin out of their lives_growing
toward that spiritual perfection!

Such perfect, holy and righteous
character cannot be created by fiat.
It must be developed, and that
requires time and experience. God
gives mortal man time in which to
learn that only God's way of life
brings real peace, happiness and a
joyful, abundant life. Men will have
learned that sin causes only heart-
ache, misery, suffering and death.
Those whom God calls will have
seen the results of Satan's way of
life and rejected it, and will have
been developing, with the help of
God's Spirit, God's own holy, righ-
teous character until their change
to sinless immortal life!

We become spiritual "embryos"
when, upon receipt of the Holy
Spirit, we are begotten of God.
And to grow spiritually, we must
take in spiritual nourishment. Just
as the embryo in a mother's womb
must be nourished with life-giving
food through the placenta, so we
must be nourished by the Word of
God. "The words that I speak unto
you," said Jesus, "they are spirit,
and they are life" (John 6:63).
Those words are recorded in the
Bible-and Jesus said we are to live
by every word of God (Matt. 4:4).
We drink in these life-giving words
from the Bible through reading,
studying and meditating (thinking)
on what we read.

Spiritual character development
requires time and comes largely by
experience-by putting the Word
of God into practice in our daily
lives. One builds the righteous
character of God as one comes to
discern, through God's revelation
in the Holy Bible, right from
wrong-the true values from the
false-truth from error, then
chooses the right and rejects the
wrong and, with the help of God's
Holy Spirit, resists the wrong and
DoES the right.

This growing in spiritual knowl-
edge and spiritual character is a

gradual process that continues the
rest of one's life.

In addition to Bible study, ear-
nest prayer is absolutely necessary.
You absorb spiritual nourishment
through personal, daily contact
with God. When you study the
Bible, God is talking to you. When
you pray, you are talking to him.
You get to really know God in this
manner, just as you become better
acquainted with people by conver-
sation.

God's Church is the spiritual
"mother" of all who have been
begotten by God's Holy Spirit. God
has set his called and chosen minis-
ters in his Church to "feed the
flock" so the individual members
lmay grow spiritually (Acts 20:28).
Christ has given his ministers the
responsibility to instruct, teach and
counsel the members of the Church
(Eph. 4:l l-15). So just as a human
mother feeds her begotten child
within her womb through the pla-
centa and umbilical cord, God's
children are nourished with spiri-
tual food within the true Church.

And as the human mother car-
ries her unborn baby in that part of
her body where she can protect it
from physical harm, the function of
God's Church is to also protect the
begotten children of God from spir-
itual harm-the false doctrines of
false ministers who appear as
Christ's representatives, but who
actually represent Satan and his
way (II Cor. 1l:13-15).

Finally, when resurrected from
the dead or changed from mortal
flesh to immortal spirit at Christ's
return, the incredible human poten-
tial will have blossomed into reality
for those who were called by God
and begotten by his Holy Spirit. We
will have been sonN into the divine
family of God possessing the full-
ness of the very character of God!

Now we see clearly the great
purpose the Creator God had in
making man uNIeuE among all his
physical creations. Mortal man has
within his reach the glorious reality
of attaining to the resurrection of
the dead, and receiving immortali-
ty-forever being a part of the uni-
verse-ruling family of God. tr
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BIG

Where Did
the Idea
of an

"Immortal Soul"
Come From?

EV/ BELIEFS ATE MOTC
widely held than that
of the "immortal
soul."

Virtually everyone is familiar
with the concept. The average
religious person, if asked, would
state it something like this:

A human person is both body
and soul. The body is the physical
flesh-and-blood "shell" temporarily
housing the soul. The soul is the
nonmaterial aspect, made of spirit.
At death the soul leaves the body,
and lives on consciously forever in
heaven or in hell. (Some hold that
liberated souls are reborn in new
bodies in a series of "reincarna-
tions" or "transmigrations.")

Some form of this concept is
found among virtually all peoples
and religions in the world today.
The average religious person gener-
ally takes the idea for granted.

Science, which deals with the
material universe, cannot verify or
deny the existence of any such
soul.
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How, then, can one know wheth-
er or not man really has an "im-
mortal soul"?

Few have stopped to ask where
the concept came from. Many sim-
ply assume it is found in the
Bible.

So prepare yourself for what
could be one of the big surprises of
your life!

Back to Egypt
The idea of an "immortal soul"
long predates the founding of
today's major religions. The an-
cient Greek historian Herodotus
(5th century B.C.) tells us in his
History that the ancient Egyptians
were the first to teach that the soul
of man is separable from the body,
and immortal. This Egyptian idea
was centuries before Judaism, or
Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity
and Islam came onto the scene.

Nowhere in the ancient world
was the afterlife of more concern
than in Egypt. The countless tombs
unearthed by archaeologists along
the Nile provide eloquent testimo-
ny to the Egyptian belief that man

possessed a spiritual aspect extend-
ing beyond his physical life.

To the east, the ancient Babylo-
nians also held a belief in a future
life of the soul in a "lower world."
But Babylonian beliefs were no-
where so elaborate as the Egyp-
tian.

A person, the Egyptians be-
lieved, consisted of a physical body
and not one but /wo souls that lived
on after his death: a ka soul and a
bc soul.

The ka was said to be a spirit
replica of a man, containing the "vi-
tal force" given to him at birth. At
death, the ka was believed to take up
residence in a statue or picture of the
deceased. The statue or picture was
placed in the tomb for that very pur-
pose. As the tomb was to be the eter-
nal home of the ka, it was provided
with everything the ka would need
for a happy afterlife-food, furni-
ture, games, reading materia[,
grooming aids and the like.

The other soul, the ba, was held
to be that part of man that enjoyed
an eternal existence in heaven. It
was believed to fly from the body
with the last breath. The Da was
often depicted on tomb paintings as
a human-headed hawk hovering
over the deceased's body. The
ancient Egyptians believed the ba
occasionally came back to "visit"
the body in the tomb and to partake
of the food and drink offerings
there.

The famous Book of The
Dead-a collection of ancient
Egyptiap funerary and ritual
texts-lays out in great detail the
many Egyptian beliefs about the
afterlife. In one version of the
work, dating from the l5th century
B.C., the ba of a deceased person is
pictured as asking one of the Egyp-
tian gods, "How long have I to
live?" To which the god replied:

"Thou shalt exist for millions of
millions of years, a period of mil-
lions of years." What better depic-
tion of the concept of immortali-
ty'l

Passed on to Greeks

The idea of the soul's immortality
did not cease with ancient Egyptian
civilization. Notice again the testi-
mony of the historian Herodotus:

"The Egyptians were the first
that asserted that the soul of man is



immortal. . . . This opinion some
among the Greeks have at different
periods of time adopted as their
own" (from Euterp€, the second
book of Herodotus' History).\-' The pagan Greeks got ihe con-
cept of an immortal soul from the
Egyptians!

The foremost advocate among
the ancient Greeks of the idea of an
"immortal soul" was the Athenian
philosopher Plato (428-348 B.C.),
the pupil of Socrates. Plato was the
founder of the Academy, an insti-
tute for philosophical and scientific
research just outside of Athens.

The pre-Socratic Greek philoso-
phers had no real conception of any
nonmaterial element in man. The
philosophers Socrates and Pythago-
ras were among the first of the
Greeks to adopt the Egyptian view.
They subsequently had_ a great
influence on the thought'of Plato.
It was Plato who popularized the
immortal soul concept throughout
the Greek world.

In the Phaedo----tne of Plato's
most famous works-Plato re-
counts Socrates' final conversation
with his friends on the last day of
Socrates' life. Socrates declared to

. them:\/ "Be of good cheer. and do not
lament my passing.... When you
lay me down in my grave, say that
you are burying my body only, and
not my soul."

Socrates' statement is little dif-
ferent from the teaching of most
churches today!

Notice also the following asser-
tion from Plato, again taken from
the Phaedo:

"The soul whose inseparable
attitude is life will never admit of
life's opposite, death. Thus the soul
is shown to be immortal, and since
immortal, indestructible. . . . Do we
believe there is such a thing as

death? To be sure. And is this any-
thing but the separation of the soul
and body? And being dead is the
attainment of this separation, when
the soul exists in herself and sepa-
rate from the body, and the body is
parted from the soul. That is
death. . . . Death is merely the sep-
aration of the soul and body."

In Book X of The Republic-
1 another of Plato's major works-he\,/- again wrote: "The soul of man is

immortal and imperishable."

Only when mortal man is
ttborn again" in a

future resurrection will he
finally put on immortality

and be spirit!

Statements by such ancient
Greek and Roman writers as Polyb-
ius, Cicero, Seneca, Strabo-and
even Plato himself-have led some
modern historians to question
whether Plato really personally
believed the immortal soul doc-
trine. They suggest that he may
have simply popularized what he
knew to be a fiction as a means of
keeping the citizenry in line
through the fear of mysterious "un-
seen things" beyond this life.

The immortal soul concept, in
other words, was a necessary com-
panion doctrine to the doctrine of
the terrible torments of parts of
Hades or hell. Such fearsome
teachings, some philosophers
thought, were necessary to scare
the masses into being good citi-
zens.

Regardless of his motives and
personal beliefs, Plato's teachings
did have a wide impact. They
spread throughout the known world
and were accepted as truth by mil-
lions.

Plato and the Jews

The Jewish communities of antiq-
uity were deeply influenced by
Greek philosophical ideas. Many
will suppose that the Platonic view
of the soul imprisoned in the flesh
would have been nothing new to
the Jews. But notice the testimony
of Jewish scholars themselves:

"The belief that the soul contin-
ues its existence after the dissolu-
tion of the body is . . . nowhere
expressly taught in Holy Scrip-
ture. . . . The belief in the immor-

tality of the soul came to the Jews
from contact with Greek thought
and chiefly through the philosophy
of Plato its principal exponent, who
was led to it through Orphic and
Eleusinian mysteries in which
Babylonian and Egyptian views
were strangely blended" (The Jew-
ish E ncycl opedia, article, "Immor-
tality of the Soul").

Many of you will undoubtedly be
surprised to discover that the idea
of the immortality of the soul was
not derived by the Jews from the
Old Testament scriptures, but rath-
er taken from Plato.

As we shall see, the Old Testa-
ment takes a completely different
view!

Another Surprise!

But what of the professing Chris-
tian world? Certainly here we
should find the doctrine of an
immortal soul independent of any
Greek influence.

Now consider this fact:
Many of the early theologians

and scholars of the professing
Christian religion-including such
men as Origen, Tertullian and
Augustine-were closely associated
with Platonism.

Tertullian (A.D. 155-220), for
example, wrote: "For some things
are known even by nature: the
immortality of the soul, for
instance, is held by many . . . I may
use, therefore, the opinion of a
Plato, when he declares: 'Every
soul is immortal"' (The Ante-
Nicene Fathers, vol. III).

Notice, it is the opinion of Plato
that is cited!

Augustine of Hippo (A.D. 354-
430)-held to be the greatest
thinker of Christian antiquity-
also taught the immaterial and spir-
itual nature of the human soul. But
notice the source of his teachings.
The Encyclopaedia Britannica ad-
mits: "He [Augustine] fused the
religion of the New Testament with
the Platonic tradition of Greek phi-
losophy."

Why should those early profess-
ing Christian scholars have resorted
to the opinions of a pagan Greek
philosopher? Could it be that the
immortal soul doctrine is not clear-
ly supported in Christian Scrip-
ture?

Notice the much later view of



Martin Luther, leader of the Prot-
estant Reformation in Germany.
More than a thousand years later,
in 1522, he wrote:

"It is probable, in my opinion,
that, with very few exceptions,
indeed, the dead sleep in utter
insensibility till the day of judg-
ment. . . . On what authority can it
be said that the souls of the dead
may not sleep . . . in the same way
that the living pass in profound
slumber the interval between their
downlying at night and their upris-
ing in the morning?"

Luther himself encountered dif-
ficulty in finding support for the
immortal soul doctrine in the pages
of Scripture. Notice that he asked,
"On what authority . . .'l."

But the deep-seated teachings of
centuries were not to be easily dis-
lodged, even by Protestant reform-
ers. Theologians and churchgoers
alike persisted, for the most part, in
their unquestioning embrace of the
ideas passed down from the ancient
pagan philosophers. As the Ency-
clopaedia Britannica summarizes:

"Traditional Western philoso-
phy, starting with the ancient
Greeks . . . shaped the basic West-
ern concepts of the soul."

What the Bible REALLY Says!

Notice the warning of the apostle
Paul, who once personally con-
fronted Greek thinkers on Mars'
Hill in ancient Athens (Acts 17:15-
34). To the Greeks in Colosse in
Asia Minor he wrote:

"Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ" (Col. 2:8).

Jesus Christ himself warned of
"making the word of God of none
effect through yotrr tradition"
(Mark 7:13). "In vain they do wor-
ship me," he lamented, "teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men" (Matt. l5:9).

So what does the Bible really
say?

Consider first the teaching of the
Old Testament. As we have seen,
the Jews living in the Hellenistic
world admit they took the immortal
soul doctrine from Plato. It is
nowhere found in the Hebrew
Scriptures.

Notice Genesis 2:7: "And the
I

Lord God formed man of the dust
of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul."

Consider carefully: Man-
formed of the dust of the ground,
not out of spirit-"became" a liv-
ing soul. A soul is what man is. It is
not something a nl^an has.

The Hebrew language further
proves this point. The Hebrew
word translated as "soul" in Gene-
sis 2:7 in the widely used Autho-
rized Version of the Bible is
nephesh. Nephesh designates tem-
porary physical life. It means a liv-
ing, breathing creature. This is the
same word used frequently in the
first chapter of Genesis and else-
where in reference to animals.

Notice, for example, Genesis
l:24:"And God said, Let the earth
bring forth the living creature fne-
pheshl after his kind, cattle, and
creeping thing, and beast of the
earth after his kind: and it was
so."

Here the word creature is the
identical Hebrew word that is used
in Genesis 2:7 and throughout the
Old Testament for "soul." In bibli-
cal usage, a brute beast is also a
"soul"!

In Leviticus 21 :1 1 , Numbers
6:6, Haggai 2:13 and elsewhere, the
word nephesft is even used with ref-
erence to a dead body.

Nephesh clearly has nothing
whatsoever to do with any sort of
spirit essence. The soul is not a sep-
arate entity from the body. It rs the
body! Man is a nephesh. He is a
soul!

Many additional Old Testament
scriptures reveal clearly the mor-
tality-not the immortality-of
the soul. Ezekiel l8:4, 20, for
example, declares that a soul can
die!Read it for yourself: "The soul
that sinneth, it shall die." lf the
soul were immortal, how could it
die? It's a direct contradiction of
terms!

No wonder Jewish scholars
today have to point to Plato as the
origin of the immortal soul doc-
trine!

The New Testament Speaks
What about the New Testament?
Surely here we find biblical proof
for an immortal soul. Or do we?

In the New Testament, "soul" is

a translation of the Greek word
psuche- Psuche is the equivalent of
the Hebrew word nephesh. Like
nephesh, psuche is frequently ren-
deied "life" in addition to "soul."

Psuche is twice used in the New
Testament for the lower animals,
exactly in the same way as the
Hebrew nephesh can refer to the
life of animals. In these two scrip-
tures (Rev. 8:9 and 16:3), psuche is
rendered "life" and "soul" respec-
tively, with reference to the life of
sea creatures.

The word psuche has no conno-
tation whatsoever of "spirit es-
sence" or "immortal soul"!

Jesus Christ, in fact, declared
that God is able to destroy one's
soul (Greek psuche, or life) in
Gehenna fire (Matt. 10:28).

The words immortal soul are
found nowhere in the Bible-Old
Testament or New. The word
immortal occurs only once in the
entire Bible-in I Timothy l:17,
where it refers specifically to Jesus
Christl

The word immortality is found
only in the New Testament, where
it occurs fewer than half a dozen
times. One of those places-l Tim- .
othy 6:16-clearly states that, of all \
humans, Jesus Christ "oNr-v hath
immortality"! Romans 2:7 adrnon-
ishes Christians to "sEEK FoR . . .

immortality." If man already had
immortality, he would not have to
seek for itL

I Corinthians 15-the "resur-
rection chapter" of the Bible-
shows that a Christian "puts on"
immortalify at a future resurrection
of the dead (see verses 50-54).

As Jesus clearly stated: "That
which is born of the flesh is flesh;
and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit" (John 3:6). Man-born of
the flesh-is flesh. FIe was not
created with inherent immortality.
He has only a temporary physico-
chemical existence. "For dust thou
art, and unto dust shalt thou
return," God told Adam (Gen.
3:19).

Only when mortal man is "born
again" in a future resurrection will
he finally put on immortality and
De spirit! Why would a resurrection
of the body be needed if the soul ,^
were already in heaven? The soul \

does not go to heaven! The mortal
5egl-pan's physical life---dies and



turns to dust. (If you want further
understanding, write for our free
booklet Just What Do You
Mean-Born Again? for more
about this much-misunderstoodv subject.)

The New Testament, then,
teaches the resurrection-a rising
from the dead-in direct opposi-
tion to the pagan Greek idea of an
immortal soul. The resurrection is
our only hope of eternal life! Jesus
Christ's resurrection was a type or
forerunner of the resurrection God
promises to all who obey him (John
5:28-29; 1l:25; Rom. 8:ll; Phil.
3:10-l l).

Man has no hope of future life
inherent within himself!

The "Spirit in Man"

Now understand an additional basic
truth. Few have ever grasped it.

Since man's material "soul" his
body and its physical life pro-
cesses-is corruptible and perishes
after death, how is it possible for
God to ultimately resurrect an indi-
vidual? If everything is physical and
turns to dust, what is there that
remains of a person to be "brought
back"? How are his personality, his

r memory and his character preserved

- by God until a day of resurrection?
The answer is simply that not

everything about a man is physical!
The Bible calls this nonphysical
component the "spirit IHebrew
ruach, Greek pneumal in man"
(Job 32:8; Zech. 12:l; I Cor. 2:ll).
It is not the man. It is in man.

This spirit in man, however, has
no consciousness apart from the
physical human brain. It is not to
be confused in any way with the
fictional concept of a conscious
"immortal soul." "The dead know
not any thing," the Bible declares
(Eccl. 9:5, l0). In the day of a
man's death, "his thoughts perish"
(Ps. 146:4). The Bible clearly pic-
tures death as a sleep-a state of
unconsciousness (Dan. l2:2).

At death, this spirit in man
"shall return unto God who gave
it" (Eccl. l2:7). It is then "filed
away," so to speak, like a tape
recording, for God's future use at a
resurrectlon.

On it is indelibly recorded one's
character and the many experiences
accumulated during one's lifetime.

It is also this "spirit in man" that
sets man apart from the animals. It
is what makes man unique. It
imparts to the living human brain
the power of intellect to compre-
hend materialistic knowledge. It is
the source of human intelligence. It
is nol present in animal brain. (For
a further examination of the spirit
in man concept, write for the book
The Incredible Human Potential.
It is free upon request.)

Whole World Deceived

There is no scriptural basis what-
ever for belief in an "immortal
soul" surviving consciously after
death.

Throughout the centuries of pro-
fessing Christianity, innumerable
sermons have been preached and

countless pamphlets written pur-
porting to prove the soul's immor-
tality. Upon careful and open-
minded examination, they are all
found to be riddled with surprising
error.

The doctrine of the immortal
soul is built on a foundation of bib-
lical mistranslations, false premises
and sloppy scholarship. Few have
had the spiritual courage to take a
fresh, unprejudiced look at the
question and accept the true Bible
teaching.

For when the false doctrine of
the immortal soul is toppled, along
with it falls the equally pagan and
false concept of Heaven and Hell-
one of the cornerstones of tradi-
tional Christianity!

Satan the devil has succeeded-
for the time being-in deceiving
the whole world (Rev. 12:9). It
was he who first introduced the
idea that man does not really die,
but is inherently immortal. "Ye
shall not surely die," Satan lied to
Eve in the garden of Eden (Gen.
3:4).

God's future for mankind is far
more transcendent than the com-
mon picture of immortal souls
floating on clouds and strumming
harps for eternity. For those who
choose it and qualify, there is life
after death by a resurrection. But
that life will come through a new
birth as an immortal spirit being
into the very family of God-by
means of a future resurrection
from the dead!

Write for our booklet Lazarus
and the Rich Man if you want to
know more about the resurrection
and life after death. You will be
surprised what this famous par-
able of Jesus really teaches. And
why not, when writing, also
request Whai is the Reward of
the Saved? Also The Wonderful
World Tomorrow-What It Will
Be Like.

It is time to cast off the fables
and traditions of men and under-
stand the great meaning and pur-
pose of human life as revealed in
the Bible!

Wlll you have the courage to
look into it for yourself? tr

Because it provides the answers
to life's most vital questions:
Why were you born? What dqes
the future hold? Are there
solutions to world problems?

The unique and exciting
Ambassador College Bible
Correspondence Course can help
you begin to comprehend the
Bible as never before!
O Easy-to-read, monthly lessons
O Step-by-step detail
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