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INTRODUCTION
I I ost of us have a Bible, and
f,I we plan to read it one day.
fIl But we keep putting it off. Or
f f lmaybe we start, but give up
I f lafter reading a few chapters.

Why? Maybe because the Bible
seems to be such an intimidating
book. lt even looks ditficult to read,
with its hundreds of pages of small
type and old-fashioned, hard-to-
understand language. This makes it
seem imposing and dignified, but not
very "user-friendly."

This booklet is designed to help
you explore the Bible and see for
yourself what it is like, what it is all
about and how you can learn to use
it.

Many of us, even if we're not par-
ticularly religious, still regard the Bible
with almost superstitious awe. lf we
are asked to swear or atfirm on one,
we think twice before shading the
truth. We feel uncomfortable about
throwing away or even damaging a
Bible. So most homes have at least
one - probably more - around
somewhere.

What's yours like? ls it a big, old
family Bible, with heavy, embossed
covers, brass corners and a stately ti-
tle page telling you it was printed
back in MDCCLXX, whatever that
means? Maybe it's been in your fam-
ily for generations, and now it's a
treasured heirloom, stuff€d with old
newspaper clippings, funeral and birth
notices and some wildflowers Great
Grandma pressed between the pages
back in 1920-something. You love this
old book, and you wouldn't dream of
parting with it. lt's up there in the
closet now, gathering respect, honor
- and dust.

Perhaps your Bible has a white
leather cover. You used it on your
wedding day, but not much since.

Or is it one of those new paper-
back versions with a trendy title that
makes it seem not so much like a
Bible - until you try to read it?

The Bible is still a best-seller. Mil-
lions of copies are distributed every
year in hundreds of different lan-
guages. lt's a book we keep but don't
read, one we often quote but don't
understand, one we say we love but
don't really like.

It may be the "good Book," but
what is it good for?

Even many religious people know
only a few famous passages like the
Ten Commandments, the "Lord's

This brochure will help you
explore the Bible ond ree
for yourself whot it is like,
whot it is oll obout ond
how you Gon leoln lo use
il.

Prayer" and the "Sermon on the
Mount." They have only a vague idea
of what the rest of the Bible is about.
They may know some of the stories,
like the one about Noah and the Ark,
or Abraham sacrificing lsaac, or Sam-
son and Delilah. or David and Goliath.
They've heard of Moses, Elijah, Paul
and the scribes and Pharisees. But
where - and how - do they all fit
together? Or do they?

ls there indeed a story in this bewil-
dering labyrinth of prophecies,
psalms, proverbs, epistles and ge-
nealogies? How do you begin to dis-
cover what it is all about?

A good way to feel at home in un-
familiar territory is to take a guided
tour. The guide can show you around,
answer questions and point out inter-
esting things along the way. You soon
get an overview that helps put every-
thing in perspective.



CHaprnn Our

Breoking
the lce

I et's go through the Bible together
Ifrom start to finish.

There is a lot of territory to cover, but
we'll move quickly, since the goal is to
give you an ovenriew of the book. Sfle'll
pause from time to time during this tour
to explain qome things you might not
othervrise understand.

(If our tour is a bit too basic for you
at times, please bear with us. Some peo-
ple on this tour may be opening the
Bible for the first time in their lives.)

We can't  explain everything, of
course. The Bible is a big book, and its
pages invite a lifetime of study. But this
quick, introductory tour will help you

THE BIBLE INVITES A LIFETIME OF STUDY

Bible you will be using is complete. Any
Bible that contains all of the Old and
New Testaments will be suitable for this
quick tour of the Scriptures.

So if you're ready, let's start by look-
ing at the cover. In addition to the
words Holy Bible, you'll probably see a
designation of which version you have.

If your Bible is older, it most likely is
what is known as the Authodzed or
Klng James version, because it was
prepared and published under the pa-
tronage of King James VI of England in
1611. Or your Bible may be an updated
version of the Authorized known as the
Revlsed Standard Verslon. Many pop-
ular, modern versions have been pub-
lished, among them the New Interna-
tlonal Verslon, the New Klng James
and the New English Blble, so you may
have any one of dozens of different ver-
sions of the Bible.

Ve are using a New King James Ver-
sion as our reference, since it is a good
blend of contemporary and raditional.
If you are using another version, you
may find the wording slightly different,
but all the other essential features will

be the same.
Now look at the title page.

Under the t i t le you' l l  see
words such as Contalnlng tbe
Old and Neu Testarnents,
showing that the Bible is di-
vided into two main parts.

The Old Testament tells of
events from the creation of
man to a time about 400 years
before Jesus Christ was born.
The central theme is the rags-
to-riches-to-ruin story of an-
cient Israel.  God's chosen
people. These people lived in
the ancient Middle East.

The New Testament, much
shofter than the Old, contains
the four gospels, each re-
counting the life and teach-
ings of Jesus Christ .  The
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see how the Bible all fits together and
how its basic themes are developed.
When w'e're finished, these hundreds of
pages of small print won't seem quite so
mysterious. Ve hope this tour will whet
your appetite to come back and explore
more thoroughly.

It is imponant that you follow this
tour with a Bible at hand. Make sure the

gospels are followed by the
Acts of the Apostles, which tells the
story of the first years of the Christian
Church. The New Testament also in-
cludes many of the letters (known as
"epistles") written by the apostles. It
concludes with the Apocalypse or Book
of Revelation.

Both testaments of the Bible are im-
poftant. The writers of the New Testa-
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ment presumed that their readers were
familiar with the Old. In fact, you can-
not fully understand the New Testament
except in the light of what is in the Old,
while the Old Testament is incomplete
without the New.

You also may notice, on the title page,
a paragraph that reads something like
this: Translated out of tbe original
tongues and. utitb tbe former transla-
tions diligently compared and reuised.

Hebrew and Aramaic were the origi-
nal languages of the Old Testament. The
New Testament was originally written in
Greek. V/hat you are looking at is a
translation.

After the title page, you may find a list

I FINDING YOUR WAY
rom time to time on this
tour, we will suggest
you look at some short
passages in the Bible.
You will need to know
how to find them. The

Bible is a big book, and lo-
cating a specific passage, if
you don't know how to look,
can be like searching for a
needle in a haystack.

The books have been fur-
ther divided into chapters and
verses. Thus any particular
passage can be found easily.
For example, Deuteronomy

4:7 refers to the seventh
verse of the fourth chapter of
the book of Deuteronomy.
Some short (one-chapter)
books are referred to only by
verse numbers; lll John 4-6
refers you to the fourth
through sixth verses of the
third epistle of John.

When you come to a refer-
ence printed in bold in the
text (like this), we suggest
you find the passage and
read it. lt will make the tour
more interesting and help you
get the feeling and flavor of

explaining abbreviations and perhaps a
pronunciation guide for some of the un-
familiar names and places. There may
also be a few pages of introduction or a
preface from the publishers. Most King
James Bibles reproduce the letter of
dedication by the translators in honor of
their royal sponsor. These prefaces and
forewords are interesting, but they are
not part of the actual text of the Bible
and need not detain us now.

Next, you should find a table of con-
tents listing the various books of the
Bible in order. The word Bible derives
from a Greek word, biblon, which
means "book." The Bible is actually a
collection of different books written

the Bible. We have also
placed additional scriptural
references in the graphics.
There is no need to stop and
read all these references dur-
ing the tour. They are there
to help you follow along as
we progress through the
Bible and so you can find
your place if you get lost. A
good guide doesn't want to
lose his tour group! You will
also find these scriptural ref-
erences helpful if you decide
to explore some parts of the
Bible more thoroughly later.



SO YOU'RE GOING TO BUY A BIBTE?
I s we explained
f, il the.lntroduc-
rl tlon, almost.any
an complete BtDle
Ican be used for
f lthis quick guided
tour. But if you decide
to study the Bible more
seriously, you may
soon want to buy a
new one.

Buying a Bible used
to be as easy as buy-
ing a model T Ford -
you could have any
color, providing it was
black. Today, the reli-
gious section of your
local bookstore has a
bewildering array of
Bibles. Which one is
right for you?

Each of the many
versions of the Bible
has its strong and

WHICH BIBLE IS RIGHT FOR YOU?

in clear, modern English.
However, sometimes this clar-
ity is achieved at the expense
of literal accuracy.

A translation tries to stay
as close as possible to the
wording of the original lan-

guages, even if the re-
sulting phrases some-
times sound a bit
awkward to today's
readers.

Some Bible versions
have been designed for
specialized study
needs. They have fea-
tures that help the
more advanced student
and can be useful once
you have become more
familiar with the Bible.
There are also versions
published by specific
denominations. These
tend to emphasize cer-
tain aspects of Scrip-
ture that seem to sup-
port particular
doctrines. Again, this is
sometimes achieved at
the expense of literal
accuracy.

weak points. Some Bibles are
translationg, while others are
paraphrases of the original
languages. lt is important to
know the difference.

A paraphrase attempts to
render the ancient scriptures

lf you want a sound, reli-
able Bible for everyday use,
we recommend that you
choose one of the popular,
readily available translations.

The King James Version
has been with us since 161 1 .

over a period of about l,4OO years by
perhaps as many as 40 different authors.
And yet the books consistently support
each other in a coherent way.

This strongly indicates that these
books, in many ways so different from
each other, nevertheless spring from a
common inspiration. That is one reason
people who believe and trust the Bible
recognize it as God's Word.

This book has been likened to an in-
struction manual from humanity's man-
ufacturer. It boldly claims that God cre-

ated human lif 'e fbr a purpose. It tells us
that God's plan for us extends far be-
yond our years of physical existence.

One of the best-known verses in the
Bible is the so-called "golden verse"
from the third chapter of the Gospel of
John: "For God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever bel ieves in Him
should not perish but have everlast-
ing life" (John 3:16).

You've probably heard that before.
But do you understand i t? Why is

6



It is famous for its majestic lan-
guage and is st i l l  the most
quoted version of the Bibte.
However, you may find it rather
old-fashioned and prefer a
more modern version.

The New King Jamee Ver-
sion was published in 1983.
This new translation preserves
much of the style and precision
of the KJV, but has modernized
the language. Modern readers
find it easier to read and under-
stand. lt is becoming very pop-
ular with Bible students in the
English-speaking world.

The New International Ver-
sion is a new translation pub-
l ished in 1978. Clear. readable
language and helpful subheads
and footnotes make the NIV suit-
able for the new Bible student.

Whatever t ranslat ion you
choose, make sure it has a
strong binding. Clothbound and
paperback Bibles are cheap,
but they do not stand up to
prolonged use. A leather-
bound Bible is more expensive
initially, but it will last a lifetime.
Consider buying one with wide
margins around the text. This
provides room for notes you

might want to make as you
read.

Other Reference Sources
Besides Bibles, you also wil l

see in the bookstore many rea-
sonably pr iced Bible-study
aids. As you become more fa-
miliar with the Bible, you may
want to add some of them to
your personal library.

Two or three more versions
of the Scriptures are useful for
comparison and research. Par-
allel Bibles, in which several
versions are printed side by
side, are available.

Concordances, which are
available for many of the trans-
lations, help you locate specific
scriptures.

Bible dictionaries and hand-
books explain unfamiliar terms.

Commentaries give you a
complete, book-by-book, scrip-
ture-by-scripture explanation,

There are also several good
atlases of Bible lands; these
help bring the events of the Old
and New Testaments to life.

What About Computer Bibles?
The latest thing in Bibles is a

hand-held computer
version. lt looks more
like a calculator than a

Bible, but it contains the com-
plete biblical text.

Using a computer Bible, you
can access any scripture al-
most instantly by entering the
reference on the small key-
board. lt can also be used as a
concordance, and add-on fea-
tures may soon make it possi-
ble to have more than one ver-
sion of the Scriptures right in
the palm of your hand.

These electronic Bibles are
still rather expensive, but the
price is certain to drop as they
become more popular, Their
big disadvantage is that they
only display one scripture at a
t ime.

We asked several of our
staff to use a computer Bible
for a while and give us their
opinion. The verdict: They are
compact and rel iable study
aids. For general reference
work, they are quicker and
more flexible than a standard
concordance.

But computer Bibles, at least
for the present, cannot replace
a traditional, printed Bible. lt
would be almost impossible for
a new student to become famil-
iar with the overall scope of
Scripture by accessing one
verse at a time.

mankind per ishing? Hou, does bel ieving in

Jesus Christ give us everlasting l if 'e? What is
everlasting l if 'e, anpn'ay-/

In another New Testament verse , the apos-
tle Paul reminds a young rnan. "From child-
hood you have known the Holy Scrip-
tures, which are able to make you wise
for salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus" (II Timothy 3:15). In other
words, the scriptnres contain all we need to
know to be saved. But saved tiom what?
Saved fbr wh:rt?

Our tour of the Bible wil l look at these
quest ions.

7
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CHapmn Two

The
Beginning

he first book of the Old Testament is
GENESIS. often subtitled "The First

Book of Moses." The first revelation of
God to ancient Israel was recorded by
Moses.

Genesis means "beginning," appro-
priate since this book contains a simple
but profound account ofthe creation of
the world. This is not intended to be a
sclentific explanation, but neither is it
unscientific. The Bible tells us that
God did it, not how.

When properly interpreted, scientific
evidence can help us understand the
details. When scientific evidence seems
to contradict biblical revelation, one or

descendants eventually "surely died."
Adam and Eve were prototypes of us

all. At this early time, and in this simple
setting, they showed that humans, if al-
lowed to choose whether to obey God,
could cboose to disobey.

Look at it from God's point of view.
God intended humans, created in his
own image, to have everlasting life. He
gave them free access to the tree of life,
which symbolized that everlasting life.

These opening chapters of Genesis are
vital to the rest of the story. They show
us why mankind needs to be saved.

Adam and Eve's decision to disobey
set the course for the grim trail of war,
hatred and strife that has marked human
history. It has been estimated that of the
last 5,000 years of man's civilization
only about 25O have been spent in rela'
tive peace. The human race has amply
demonstrated that it cannot live in har-
mony.

We got off to a bad start in the Garden
of Eden. Yet by the time we reach the
last chapters of the Bible's last book, we
will see that in spite of our grim past
and uncertain present, we humans face

life and disobedience that would lead to
death. This choice was symbolized by
two trees (Genesis 2zl7).

After listening to the devil, Eve de-
cided to eat of the fruit of the forbidden
tree. Adam made the same decision.
Their act led to banishment from the

O garden, leaving them to make their own
O wav in the world, where they and their

',GOD SENT HM OUT OF THE GARDEN OF EDEN,, OENESIS 3:23.24

a positive future. God has a plan to save
mankind, and the Bible tells us about
that plan. It is, above all, a story of
hope!

But we are getting ahead of ourselves.
Let's continue in Genesis. The human
race became increasingly violent and
corrupt over the next few hundred
vears. Eventuallv God intervened. God

the other,  or  perhaps
both, have been misunder-
stood.

The Bible makes an im-
portant dist inct ion be-
tween humans and other
living creatures. The ani-
mals were made after their
k ind (Genesis lz25)
whereas man is made in
the likeness and image of
God (verse 26). Thus the
Bible establishes from the
first chapter that man is a
unique creation, unlike
anything else that exists.

God established an en-
vironment for Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden
rnd gle them a choice
between obedience to a
wav that would lead to



instructed Noah to build an ark in which
he, his immediate familyand two of each
kind of animal could be protected, while
other life on earth perished in a great
flood. After the Flood, it wasn't long
before Noah's descendants rebelled
again. God again thwarted man's rebel-
lion by confusing his language, making
it necessary for tribes to disperse.

of Isaac's son Jacob. When Jacob proved
his faithfulness, God changed his name
to Israel (Genesls 35:10), which means
"prince of God." Israel had 12 sons;
these sons and their descendants were
known as "children of Israel." The re-
maining chapters detail how famine led
the children of Israel to reside in Egypt.

The stage is set for the second book of

,,BY YOU /SBAEL WtL BLESS'' OEIIESI$ 48:20

In its opening chapters, the Bible uses
broad strokes to paint a picture of how
and why mankind became estranged from
God and embarked on a way of life that
leads to death.

The Bible now narrows its focus to tell
the rest of the storyfrom the point of view
of iust one branch of the human family,
the people of Israel. (Whenever we refer
to "Israel" on this tour, Tge mean the
people of anclent Israel who lived in the
Middle East thousands of years ago, and
not the Jewish state that was established
in 1947.)

The history of Israel begins with Abra-
ham. God ordered Abraham to leave his
homeland and to journey towards a dis-
tant promised land that eventuallywould
be given to him and his descendants as
an inheritance.

God funher promised Abraham that if
he remained faithful, all the people of the
eafthwould be blessed through him. God
used Abraham and his family to play an
important role in God's plan of salvation
for the human race.

The story continues with the experi-
ences of Abraham's son Isaac, and then

ment (or "covenant") with Israel. If Is-
rael would obey God, they would be his
chosen people (Exodus 19z5-6) and be-
come an example for other nations. If,
however, they chose to disobey, they
would forfeit God's blessings.

Do you notice some parallels between
this story and that ofAdam and Eve? Israel
also had a choice: Obey and everything
will go well. Disobey and consequences
are inevitable. It is a recurring theme
throughout the Bible.

God's principles in the covenant be-
tween God and Israel are summarized in
10 great commandments.

Leviticus

The third book of Moses, Leviticus,
records laws and statutes that would reg-
ulate life in the Promised land. God was
teaching these ancient people that sin has
serious consequences. The ritual slaying
of animals emphasized that the penalty
of sin was death.

Numbers

The name of this book is derived from A
a census in which Moses numbered the U

the Bible.

Exodus

For some t ime af ter
Joseph's death, the Is-
raelites lived among the
Egyptians. They prospered
and grew unt i l  a later
Pharaoh began to see them
as a security risk and en-
slaved them (Exodus 1:8-
11).  God saw lsrael 's
plight and intervened to
bring them out of Egypt as
his chosen people, to give
them the land he had
promised to their foref*
ther, Abraham.

Leaving Egypt and slav-
ery behind them, the Is-
raelites arrived at Mt. Sinai,
where God made an agree-



be that when he cries to Me,
I will hear, for I am gra-
cious."

Leviticus 19:9-10: "When
you reap the harvest of your
land, you shall not wholly
reap the corners of your field,
nor shall you gather the

you build a new
house, then you
shall make a para-
pet for your roof,
that you may not
bring bloodguilti-
ness on your
house if anyone
falls from it."

Deuteronomy
22:,6-7: "lf a bird's
nest happens to
be before you
along the way, in
any tree or on the
ground, with
young ones or
eggs, with the
mother sitting on
the young or on
the eggs, you
shall not take the
mother with the
young: you shall
surely let the
mother go, and
take the young for
yourself, that it
may be well with
you and that you
may prolong your
days."

Deuteronomy
he shall surely pay ox for ox,
and the dead beast shall be
his own."

Exodus 22:7z "lf a man de-
livers to his neighbor money
or articles to keep, and it is
stolen out of the man's
house, if the thief is found,
he shall pay double."

Exodus 22:26-27: "lf you
ever take your neighbor's
garment as a pledge, you
shall return it to him before
the sun goes down. For that
is his only covering, it is his
garment for his skin. What
will he sleep in? And it will

gleanings of your harvest.
And you shall not glean your
vineyard, nor shall you gather
every grape of your vineyard;
you shall leave them for the
poor and the stranger: I am
the Lord your God."

Leviticus 19:15: "You shall
do no injustice in judgment.
You shall not be partial to the
poor, nor honor the person of
the mighty. But in righteous-
ness you shall judge your
neighbor."

Deuteronomy 20:19: "When
you besiege a city for a long
time, while making war

24:6: "No man shall take the
lower or the upper millstone
in pledge, for he takes one's
l iving in pledge."

Deuteronomy 25:4: "You
shall not muzzle an ox while
it treads out the grain."

Deuteronomy 25214-15:
"You shall not have in your
house differing measures, a
large and a small. You shall
have a perfect and just
weight, a perfect and just
measure, that your days may
be lengthened in the land
which the Lord your God is
giving you."

A NOT.SO-ANCIENT TAW
ome laws in the Old
Testament may at first
seem rather old-fash-
ioned. But look again.
Many of them confront
the same issues that

plague society today: crime,
corruption, poverty, greed and
even the destruc-
tion of the envi-
ronment. Here are
timeless, logical,
commonsense
principles that
would help any
people at any time
build a fair and
just society. These
principles would
provide a founda-
tion on which na-
tional greatness
could be built.

Notice, for ex-
ample:

Exodus 21:35-
36: "And if one
man's ox hurts
another's, so that
it dies, then they
shall sell the live
ox and divide the
money from it;
and the dead ox
they shall also di-
vide. Or if it was
known that the ox
tended to thrust in
time past, and its
owner has not
kept it confined,

I/MELESS PRINCIPLES FOR A JUSI SOC/Ery

against it to take it, you shall
not destroy its trees by wield-
ing an ax against them; if you
can eat of them, do not cut
them down to use in the
siege, for the tree of the field
is man's food."

Deuteronomy 22:8: "When



,,AAFON'S ROD SWALLOWED UP THEIR RODS" EXOOUS 7:12

tribes as the journey began. It is as much
a story of Israel's failures as it is their
successes.

Even with cont inual evidence of
God's support, the children of Israel
lacked faith. Time and again on the jour-
ney through the wilderness, they com-
plained. Some even threatened to return
to Egypt.

The Bible is remarkably honest as a
history. This makes it different from
other nations' historical sagas. Patriotic
epics usual ly glor i fy a people 's
strengths, while minimizing their fail-
ures and weaknesses. Not so the Bible. It
is relentlessly realistic about the chosen
people's lack of trust and confidence in
their God.

After a yeat or so of wandering, Israel
arrived on the frontier of the Promised
Land. Moses sent scouts to survey the
territory, but after 4O days most brought
back a negative report. Most of the spies
encouraged the people to feturn to
Egypt.

This was an important lesson for Is-
rael. God had promised he would guide
Israel to success. But Israel had to learn

to tfust him.
Because of Israel's lack of faith, God

told Moses Israel would spend 40 more
years wandering before they would en-
ter the Promised Land.

Deuteronomy

The name of this last of the five books
often referred to as the books of Moses
comes from a Greek word meaning
"second giving of the law."

Just before the Israelites entered the
land, the aged Moses reminded them of
their covenant with God. He rehearsed
their prolonged lack of faith and ex-
plained again why they wandered in the
desert for 40 years.

Moses carefully rehearsed the laws and
statutes that were to undergird the new
society. He encouraged the Israelites to
remain faithful to God so that their new
lives in the Promised Land would be
successful (Deuteronomy f0:1!).

At the age of 120, Moses, one of the
great men of God, died (Deuteronomy
34:5, 9).  Before Moses'  death, God
guided him to appointJoshua as his suc-
cessor. t l



CnLgrgn Trrnrn

Chosen

[qnd
ow we come to a section of the
Bible known as the histor ical

books. This section of the Bible follows
the people of Israel as they moved into
the Promised tand.

Joshua

Under the firm and faithful leadership
of Joshua, the Israelites made steady

Joshua died, he reminded the people
what God had done and would continue
to do for them if they remained faithful
to the terms of the covenant (Joshua
242r3-r4).

Judges

Israel's faithfulness did not continue.
After Joshua and the pioneers who had
shared the wilderness experience died,
the tribes began to drift into idolatry
(]udges 227-ll). The book of Judges
shows what happened over the next
three centuries. It chronicles the tragic
results of the chosen people's inability
to remain faithful.

Whenever the Israelites forsook God
and his commandments, they suffered
oppression from the nations around. In
desperation, the lsraelites would call
out to God to save them. God would
appoint a strong leader (or "iudge" -
hence the name of the book) to drive
out the oppressors.

This cycle of unfaithfulness, oppres-
sion, repentance and deliverance re-
peated several times.

The lives of several iudges arc fea-

the land

tured. You may have heard of
some, like Deborah, Gideon
and Samson. Others such as
Barak and Othniel are not so
well known.

If you explore this book in
detail, you will discover that
the Bible always tells both
sides of the story - good and
bad. Israel agreed to obey
God and become a good ex-
ample to the nations around.
But they v/ere no better than
anyone else. If they forsook
God and his laws, they suf-
fered the results - and be-
came a bad example. They
were a violent people living
in a violent age.

By the end of the period of
the judges, the Israelites were
not much closer to occupying
than they were when Joshuaprogress in occupying their new terri-

tory. The seemingly impregnable city of
Jericho fell miraculously into their
hands. They were unable, however, to
gain control of the fortress city of
Jerusalem. It remained a stronghold of
the Canaanites for many more centuries.

I a Then, as now, this city was a coveted
I Z but difficult place to command. Before

died some 300 years earlier.
The incidents in this book point to an

important lesson. Israel's mistake is
summed up in the final verse of the last
chapter: "fn those days there was no
klng tn Israel; everyone dtd what
was dght ln his own eyes" (Judges
2!225).
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Ruth

At that time when most people
were doing what was right in
their own eyes, the story of Ruth
is a refreshing change. Ruth fol-
lowed the God of Israel despite
her nat ional her i tage (Ruth
1:16). Her inspiring example of
doing what was right in God's
eyes was rewarded in a remark-
able way: From her marriage to
Boaz came a line of descendants
that included Israel's most fa-
mous kings, David and Solomon,
a line that led to Jesus Christ.

I and II Samuel

The books of Samuel pick up
the story where Judges left off.

Samuel was the spiritual and
political leader used by God to
guide the nation. Whereas other
nations had a human king, Israel
was a theocracy.

But the Israelites decided they
wanted a king like other nations.
A dismayed Samuel warned them
of the consequences, but to no
avail (II Samuel 8:7). Despite
God's admonition, a monarchy
was set up in which Saul, David
and a long line of kings deter-
mined the fate of the nation.

God did not set  up his
covenant with Saul because of
Saul's constant disobedience. He
did establish his covenant with
David.

Most people are acquainted
with the faith of David in con-
fronting the Philistine giant, Go-
liath (I Samuel l7$7). David

''SO DAVID PREVAILED OVER THE PHILISTINE', I SAMUEL 17:50

many of his deepest emotions in poetry
and songs. Many of them are preserved
in the book of Psalms. Ve will take a
closer look at the book of Psalms in
chapter four.

I and II Klngs

Solomon inherited from his father
David a rich and prosperous kingdom,
with secure borders straddling the maior
trade routes between Egypt and Meso-
potamia.

Under Solomon, Jerusalem became a
showpiece city. He built palaces, parks,
government buildings and a magnificent I t
Temple in honor of  God. But as I  J

demonstrated repeatedly that he was a
man after God's own heart.

With David began what some have
called the golden age of ancient Israel.
For centuries the nation's position in
the Promised land had been precarious,
surrounded as they were by belligerent
and resentful enemies. David pushed
these enemies back beyond the fron-
tiers. Strategic Jerusalem was captured
for the first time, and David made it his
political and religious capital.

David was not a perfect leader, but his
heaft was right. Though his sins were
many, David always repented sincerely,
with his whole heart. He expressed



Solomon's wealth and reputation grew,
he allowed his wives and concubines he
had taken to turn him away from God.
Solomon's life began with glittering suc-
cess but ended in frustration and failure
- xnd in the division of his kingdom.

Israel split into two kingdoms. The
northern tribes retained the name Is-
rael, while the southern tribes became
known as th€ Kingdom of Judah.

T\vo separate lines of kings ruled Is-
rael and Judah. A few of these kings
proved faithful to God, but most led
their nations further down the road to
idolatry and ruin.

God sent prophets to remind his peo-
ple of their covenant relationship with
him. Among the early prophets were Eli-

iah and Elisha. But, though accompa-
nied by miracles, their warnings were
scorned.

As Israel and Judah stumbled along,
powerful empires stirred around them.
To the southeast, Egypt, Israel's old op-
pfessor, was still a force to be reckoned
with. To the nonheast, the Assyrians, a
fierce and aggressive people, became the
dominant power. Through the prophets,
God warned Israel and Judah to change
their  ways or lose their  inheri tance.

God's people ignored His warnings.
In the late eighth century 8.C., Assyria

invaded the northern kingdom, taking
most of the people into captivity and
exile (II Klngs 17z6-7,18). The Assyri-
ans then besieged Jerusalem, but Judah's
king, Hezekiah, asked God for help.
God miraculously turned the Assyrians
back and saved Judah.

The southern kingdom limped along
for another 120 years before being in-
vaded, conquered and enslaved by the
Babylonian empire.

So the chosen people wound up back
where they started -  s laves and
refugees. They fai led to keep their
covenant with God. Like Adam and Eve,
they chose to disobey and suffered the
consequences.

I and II Chronicles

Next in the Bible sequence we find
the books of I and II Chronicles. They
parallel the books of Samuel and Kings,
paying special attention to the reigns of
David, Solomon and the kings ofJudah.

Ezta

ln 539 B.C., the Babylonian Empire
fell to a combined force of Medes and
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Persians. Unlike the Babylonians, who
deported conquered peoples, the Per.
sian emperors encouraged displaced
populations to return to their home-
lands and reestablish their cultures.

The book of Ezra tells the story of the
Jews who, by royal decree, returned to
Judea and began to rebuild the Temple
and restore the worship of God (Ezta
rz2-3).

Vhen Ezra retched Jerusalem, he
found that many of the people had
drifted back into the errors of their an-
cestors. Vould they ever lean (F.zta
9t1-3)? Ezra instituted a great revival in
which he acknowledged his people's
sins and asked God to renew the
covenant.

Nehemlah

About this time, a Jew named Ne-
hemiah attained a high position in the

Persian couft. When he learned that the
work of rebui lding Jerusalem had
bogged down, he asked the emperor to
allow him to help.

Nehemiah and Ezra worked together
to restore the ciry. Ezra, and Nehemiah,
with Zerubbabel, helped the small com.
munity of Jews to establish themselves
in and around Jerusalem.

Esther

Iast among the Old Testament histori-
cal books is Esther, which relates how a
courageous young Jewish woman saved
her people from genocide in Persia. The
book of Esther shows that God had not
abandoned his people, even though
they were in exile.

The historical section ends here, but
there is much important material still to
notice in the Old Testament. Stick I t
around as we continue our tour! I t
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IT
l l low we arrive at the "poetical
l lbooks" or "wisdom l i terature."
Whereas the historical books of the Old
Testament followed the relationship be-
tween God and his chosen nation of
Israel, this series of books shows how
God also works with people on a per-
sonal level.

The wisdom books or writings are re'
plete with spiritual insight and offer
much inspiration and encouragement.
Through the centuries, readers have re'

,'PRAISE . . . WITH THE HARP'' PSALM 33:2

ceived special comfort and direction
from these books.

Job

First is the story of Job.
Job was a wealthy, God-fearing man,

"blameless and upright" (Job 1:8). Sa-
tan accused him of being faithful to God
only because of the prosperity he en-
joyed. God allowed Satan to destroy
Job's possessions, his family and finally
his health. Although in physical agony
and mental despair, Job remained stead-
fast in his loyalty to God Qob 2:10).

A group of friends tried to comfort Job
in a discourse that covers the next 35
chapters of the book. Their advice is
exposed as inadequate and misleading.
It was through God's direct intervention
that Job finally came to a deeper under-
standing of the will of God.

Psalms

The longest book in the Bible is a
collection of poems, songs and prayers
on a wide variety of subiects. Many of
them were written by David, king of
Israel.

The Psalms reflect many moods -
happiness, fear, frustration, triumph,
gratitude and even feelings of despair
and defeat (see box). This book is a
delightful and rewarding stop on our
tour - an inspiring source of instruc-
tion, encouragement and comfort.

Proverbs

Proverbs is a collection of wise say-
ings,  most of  them compi led by
Solomon. This book is a concentrated
course in common sense, covering
wealth, family relations, business ethics,
getting along with others, personal suc-
cess and much more. Some proverbs are
humorous, others profound. Some may
seem a bit obscure, requiring thought
before their meaning becomes clear;
others express common sense.

Proverbs, like Psalms, tends to be-
come a personal part of the Bible for
you. Come back and explore later.

Ecclesiastes

Next we find a short book \il/ith the
strange narne Ecclesiastes, a Greek word
meaning "preacher" ( t radi t ional ly
Solomon).

Solomon, the leader of a strong and
prosperous nation, was able to have and
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do everything he wanted, yet he did not
find lasting satisfaction. Solomon con-
cluded, correctly, that there is more to
life than fust this mortal existence. For
ultimate fulfillment, man needs a pet-
sonal relationship with God:

"Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, for this is the
whole duty of man. For God will
bring every work into judgment,
including every secret  th ing,
whether it is good or whether it is
evil" (Ecclesiastes l2zl3-14).

Song of Songs

The Song of Songs bears this name
because of i ts poet ic beauty. I t  is
exquisite poetry about love and devo-
tion between a man and a woman. Its
consistent dramatic style has given it a
place, in Old Testament studies, as re-
flecting the love between God and Is-
rael and, in the context of the New Tes-
tament, as reflecting the love between
Christ and the Church. The book is
noted for both its artistic merits and the
spiritual message it contains.

l7



PSAilIIPTES FROTI,I PSATMS
he book of Psalms has
brought comfort and
encouragement to
people throughout the
ages. Here are a few
verses from the Bible's

longest book:
r "Blessed is the man who
walks not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor stands in the
path of sinners, nor sits in
the seat of the scornful; but
his delight is in the law of the
Lord, and in His law he medi-
tates day and night" (1:1-2).
o "Let the words of my
mouth and the meditation of
my heart be acceptable in
Your sight, O Lord, my
strength and my redeemer"
(19:14).
o "Who is the man who de-
sires life, and loves many
days, that he may see good?
Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking

guile. Depart from evil, and
do good; seek peace, and
pursue it" (34:12-14).
o "Delight yourself also in the
Lord, and He shall give you
the desires of your heart.
Commit your way to the Lord,
trust also in Him, and He
shall bring it to pass" (37:a-5).
o "Why are you cast down,
O my soul? And why are you
disquieted within me? Hope
in God, for I shall yet praise
Him for the help of His coun-
tenance" (a2=51.
o "O God, You know my
foolishness; and my sins are
not hidden from You" (69:5).
o "But I am poor and
needy; make haste to me, O
God! You are my help and
my deliverer; O Lord, do not
delay" (70:5).
o "Praise the Lord! Oh, give
thanks to the Lord, for He is
good! For His mercy endures

forever" (106:1).
o "Teach me, O Lord, the
way of Your statutes, and I
shall keep it to the end. Give
me understanding, and I shall
keep Your law; indeed, I shall
observe it with my whole
heart" (119:33-34).
o "Unless the Lord builds
the house, they labor in vain
who build it: unless the Lord
guards the city, the watchman
stays awake in vain. lt is vain
for you to rise up early, to sit
up late, to eat the bread of
sorrows; for so He gives His
beloved sleep" (127=1-21.
o "Behold, how good and
how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in
unity" (133:1).
o "l will praise You, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully
made; marvelous are Your
works, and that my soul
knows very well" (139:1a).

UNCOMMON SENSE

A**ffF
us lead more productive and
satisfying lives. Here are
some examples:
o "Let not mercy and truth
forsake you; bind them
around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart,
and so find favor and high
esteem in the sight of God
and man" (3:3-4).
o "As vinegar to the teeth
and smoke to the eyes, so is
the sluggard to those who
send him" (10;26).
r "Anxiety in the heart of
man causes depression, but
a good word makes it glad"
(1*25).
r "Wealth gained by dishon-
esty will be diminished, but

he who gathers by labor will
increase" (13:11).
o "There is a way which
seems right to a man, but its
end is the way of death"
(14:121.
o "The silver-haired head is
a crown of glory, if it is
found in the way of righ-
teousness" (16:31).
o "Even a fool is counted
wise when he holds his
peace; when he shuts his
lips, he is considered percep-
tive" (17:28).
. "A brother offended is
harder to win than a strong
city, and contentions are like
the bars of a castle" (18:19).
o "lt is good for nothing,
cries the buyer; but when he
has gone his way, then he
boasts" (20:14).
o "Whoever shuts his ears
to the cry of the poor will
also cry himself and not be

heard" (21:13).
o "Train up a child in the
way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart
from it" (22=61.
o "Confidence in an unfaith-
ful man in time of trouble is
like a bad tooth and a foot
out of joint" (25:19).
o "Like a roaring lion and a
charging bear is a wicked
ruler over poor people"
(28:15).
r "For as the churning of
milk produces butter, and as
wringing the nose produces
blood, so the forcing of wrath
produces strife" (30:33).
o "Who can find a virtuous
wife? For her worth is far
above rubies. The heart of
her husband safely trusts her;
so he will have no lack of
gain. She does him good and
not evil all the days of her
l i fe" (31:10-12).
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A
\o far in this tour of the Bible, we
Uhavc seen how people - even a
blessed, chosen people - failed to
obey God and his laws. If that were the
whole story, the Bible would end on a
dismal note. But there is much more.

We come now to the last maior sec-
t ion of the Old Testament -  the
prophets. As Israel and Judah departed
from their covenant relationship with
God, God sent prophets to warn them of
the consequences.

Seventeen books make up this section
of the Old Testament. The longest of
these are Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel,
the "maior prophets." They are fol-
lowed by Daniel and the 12 "minor
prophets." There is also the short book
of Lamentat ions,  which fo l lows
Jeremiah.

The prophets warned the nations to
mend their ways to avert disaster (Isa-
Lab,1:16-17). But they proclaimed hope

beyond the dark clouds on the horizon.
They knew that the entire human family
would one day live in harmony and ac-
cept God as supreme ruler (Isaiah 2-4).

The prophets showed that God would
send a Deliverer, not a human deliverer
like Samson or Gideon, but a descen-
dant of David with supernatural power
(Isaiah 926-l). He would come to rule
all people and nations.

Through the prophets, God showed
that his love and mercy were not dimin-
ished by his people's unfaithfulness.
Though Israel and Judah seemed deter-
mined to destroy themselves, God
would save them and all mankind from
the wreckage of human failures.

Jeremiah, for example, did not mince
words when chast is ing the people
(]eremiah 224-7). They had mocked
the covenant and would reap the conse-
quences (feremiah lE:15-17). But, said
Jeremiah, God would forgive them and
cleanse them from their sins (|eremlah
33:7'E).

God also inspired Jeremiah to write
the book of Lamentations. In an elegant
and poetic style, Jeremiah depicted the
awful consequences of Israel's sin.

No one more sternly criticized the
people's behavior than Ezekiel (Ezektel
725-9). Yet he also confidently pre-
dicted the restoration of Israel's for-
tunes (Ezekiel 3624-28). In most
Bibles the book of Daniel appears next.
For the purposes of this tour, however,
we will first look at the group of books
col lect ively known as the minor
prophets.

Mlnor Prophets

These books are not minor because
they are unimportant, but because they
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are shoft. In the days when the Bible
was written on a series of scrolls, these
12 short books were grouped together
as one unit.

Hosea was the first of the "minor
prophets." His message underscored
God's love for Israel in spite of their
unfaithfulness. He pleaded with them'to
return to God (Hosea t4zl-3).

Joel graphically described the "Day
of the Lord," a time of iudgment on the
whole world.

Amos spoke out strongly against cor-
ruption and social iniustice.

Not all the prophets spoke to Israel.
The one-chapter prophecy of Obadiah
addressed Israel's neighbor Edom.

Jonah is perhaps most famous for be-
ing swallowed by L grelt fish. He
warned Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, to
repent. Jonah's mission showed that Is-
rael's potential enemies were also wor-
thy of God's mercy and comPassion.

Micah spoke of the coming Messiah
and even announced the town where he
would be born (Mtcah 5:2).

About 150 years after Jonah, Nahum

predicted the fall of the Assyrian em-
pire, which occurred in 612 B.C.

Habakkuk wrote iust before the Ba-
bylonians invaded Judah. He urged his
people to turn to God in faith for deliv-
erance (Habakkuk 22-4).

Zepblanrlah saw beyond international
turmoil to a world at peace under the
Messiah's rule.

Haggai andZechatiah were contem-
poraries of Zerubbabel, a leader of the
Jews who returned from Persia to re-
build the temple. They encouraged the
people to remain faithful and continue
their work. Zechafia'h had a profound
impact on the teachings of the New Tes-
tament, especially in foretelling the
coming of the Messiah.

Malachl was the last of the minor
prophets. He reminded the returned ex-
iles about the coming Day of the Lord
and about their ongoing responsibility
to be ready for it (Malachi 3:1).

Now let's turn ouf attention to the
book of Danlel, an essential link be-
tween the Old Testament and the New.

Young Daniel was taken captive when

t '
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NON-CANONICAL BOOKS
ome versions of the
Bible include a number
of books often referred
to as the Apocrypha.
These books are not
generally considered to

be a part of the canon (rec-
ognized Scripture). They are
of historical interest, but since
most English Bibles do not
include them, we list them
here*:

'AB lf sted in Davld Eweft's Frcm Anclenf labrots to
Modern Transldlons: A Gonoral lntoductlon ta ths
Biblo (Orand Rapids, Michigan: Ths Zondgrvan Cor-
poration,l9&l)
fTh6 numb€rino of lheg€ books dspsnds on whether
ihey are titled l-and 2 Esdras or Ezia and Nshemtah.

Revised Standard Version
The Wisdom of Solomon
Ecclesiasticus (Sirach)
Tobit
Judith
1 Esdras
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees
Baruch
The Letter of Jeremiah
2 Esdras
Additions to Esther
The Prayer of Azariah

(Song of Three Young Men)
Susanna
Bel and the Dragon
The Prayer of Manasseh

Catholic Versions
Book of Wisdom
Ecclesiasticus
Tobias
Judith
3 Esdras or 1 Esdras
1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees
Baruch, chapters 1-5
Baruch, chapter 6
4 Esdras or 2 Esdras
Esther 1A:4-'16:24
Daniel 3:24-90

Daniel 13
Daniel 14
Prayer of Manasseh

Bab.vlon attacked Judah. Through mirac'
ulous circumstances. he came to the at-
tention of the Babylonian emperor, Neb-
uchadnezzar.  W'hen Nebuchadnezzar
had a series of strange dreams, only
Daniel  could interpret  them. Daniel
showed that Nebuchadnezzar's mighty
empire would fall. In its place a succes-
sion of three other empires would rise.
Then, when the world was dominated
by the last of these empires, God would
send the Messiah to deliver his people
and establ ish a k ingdom that would
br ing the wor ld peace (Daniel  2:41).

'W.hen we next meet the Jews in the
Bible,  they are a subject  people of

Rome. ln 537 B.C.,  the Babylonian Em-
pire was crushed by the Persians under
Cyrus. The Persians subsequently fell to
the Greek armies of Alexander the Great
in 331 B.C. In turn,  the Greeks suc-
cumbed two centllr ies later to the rising
power of Rome.

Indeed, as Daniel predicted, the Baby-
lonian, Persian and Greek empires came
and went. Rome was the fourth and last
in the prophetic sequence. The Jews be-
gan to ask themselves: \flas it time for
the Messiah to come and lead his people
to victory?

This was the world into which Tesus
Christ was born.

2l



CHeprnn Sx

Jesus the
Messiqh

lllow we come to the New Testament.
I IThe title page probably includes
the words of Our Lord and SauiorJesus
Cbrist. The New Testament is made up
of 27 separate books, beginning with
the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and

''I MUST BE ABOUT MY FATHER'S BUS/NESS'' IUKE 2:49

John. These gospels (gospel is
an old English word meaning
"good news") tell the story of
Jesus Christ's life.

Jesus Christ is one of the
best-known and yet least un-
derstood figures of all history.
He lived on earth for only
about 33 yearc, but he had a
profound impact on what has
happened since. Today, those
who claim to follow his teach.
ing make up the largest of the
world's religions - nearly
one and a half billion.

Each of the gospels tells the
story from a slightly different

i6 point of view. Jesus was born
ZZ in Bethlehem, a village abour

six miles south of Jerusalem. However,
he spent most of his life working as a
cafpenter in Nazareth, a town in the
northern province of Galilee. At about
the age of 30, Jesus began his active
ministry. His powerful preaching, ac-
companied by miracles, soon attracted a
popular following.

Jesus inevitably incurred the wrath of
the religious authorities of the time. Je-
sus' message of love and humility ex-
posed their hypocrisy, and they looked
for ways to discredit him.

In spite of mounting opposition, Jesus
continued to preach and heal. Among
the common people he became a popu-
lar and controversial  f igure. Many
thought he was the long-awaited Mes-

siah. He talked of estab-
lishing the "kingdom of
God" in which all people
would live in peace and
freedom.

But, instead of organiz-
ing a movement to over-
throw the Romans, Jesus
emphasized tolerance,
peace, humility and sub-
mission to civil authori-
ties. He spoke of God as
his Father and often re-
ferred to himself as "the
Son." He said he was the
"bread of  l i fe"  and
promised that those who
"ate his flesh" and "drank
his blood" would have
eternal  l i fe when he

,'I AM INNOCENT OF THE BLOOD" MA|IHEW 27:24
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raised them up at "the last day." He said
his kingdom was "not of this world,"
yet he assured those who followed him
that they would rule with him. Most
disconcening of all was his insistence
that he would die and then be raised
from the dead.

Eventually, the authorities schemed
to do away with Jesus. They arrested
him, tried him for treason and crucified
him. After his death, his disciples buried
him and resigned themselves to con-
tinue their former lives.

Three days and three nights later, Je-
sus rose from the dead. At first the disci-
ples could not believe what had hap-
pened. They had witnessed his death
and burial. Now the resurrected Jesus
was among them. Would he now restore
the kingdom to Israel? they wondered
(Acts 1:5).

The "time is not for you to know,"
Jesus responded (Acts 1:7). First there
was work to be done. He gave them a
commission (Matthew 28219-2O) and
promised to send the Holy Spirit to
guide and support them.

Christ then ascended to his Father in
heaven, to return to earth at a time yet
in the future.

The life and work of Jesus Christ are
the central focus of the Bible.

Acts of the Apostles

A few weeks after Jesus' resurrection,
on the Day of Pentecost, Jesus' assem-
bled disciples received the Holy Spirit,
as promised. Now, filled with spiritual
understanding and power, the disciples
realized that Jesus had come to rescue,
not iust a few downtrodden people in
Judah, but rather the whole world. His
goal was not physical liberation, but
spiritual salvation.

The Holy Spirit opened the disciples'
understanding to the full meaning of the
prophecies concerning the Messiah. En-
thusiastically, they began to spread the
good news.

Much of the book of Acts is concerned
with the work of the apostle Paul. After
his conversion to Christianity, Paul trav-
eled extensively within the Roman Em-
pire, preaching the gospel and estab-
lishing churches. He was constantly
persecuted and several times narrowly
escaped with his life.

The apostles maintained contact with
the new churches bv let ters.  or
"epistles."

23
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Apostles
ond

Epistles
I
I he first Christians were Jews. But as
I Christianity spread, it reached peo-

ple in the Greek and Roman world and
inuoduced them to the Holy Scriptures.

One of the Church's hardest chal-
lenges was to accept the growing num-
ber of non-Jewish converts. At first it
was hard even for some of the apostles
to grasp that their new faith transcended
their national, religious and cultural
heritage. But God made this obvious

/N PR'SON, PAUL WROTE TO THE CHURCHES UNDER HIS CARE

alike. "All have sinned and come shoft
of the gloryof God" said Paul (Romans
3223). Christ is the Savior of all, Jews
and Gentiles, who put their trust in him
(Romans 3229-30).

The flrst and second eplstles to the
Corlnthlans were written by Paul to
the church at Corinth, t mtiot cosmo-
politan center in Greece. Paul had to
instruct the Corinthian Christians about
recognizing various forms of sin (I
Codnthlans 5:1-2). Paul instructed
and corrected in love, with deep con-
cern for the young church. The 13th
chapter of I Corinthians is sometimes
called the "love chapter" because ofits
eloquent description of pure Christian
behavior (I Cortnthtans l3z4-7).

In the Eplstle to the Galatlans Paul
admonished the new converts to stand
fast in the gospel (Galattans 5:1). Jew-
ish legalism, especially circumcision,
had been superceded by faith in Christ
(Galatlans 3226-29).

Epheslans was written to the church
at Ephesus, the capital of the Roman
province ofAsia. References to Ephesus
in the books of Acts and Revelation tes-

tify of the importance of this
city (Acts 19, Revelatlon
2zl7).

Phtllpptans is a warm and
personal letter of thanks to
the first church Paul estab-
lished on the continent of Eu-
rope. In this epistle, Paul ex-
pressed his appreciation for
their monetary gift and en-
couraged them to remain
faithful in the face of adver-
sity (Phtltpplans 2t34).

In the Eplst le to the
Colosslans, Paul warned the
brethren to resist the wrong
ideas and practices that infil-
trated the church in that re-
gion. Angel worship and as-
cetic practices were robbing
Christians of the purity of the
gospel.  Paul stressed that
Christians were complete in
Jesus Christ, "who is the head

through the work of Peter and Paul
(Acts 10g4-35). By the middle of the
first century, Christianity had reached as
far as Rome.

The church in Rome had Jewish and
It t gentile converts, and in his Eplstle to
ZA the Romans Paul admonished them all

of all principality and power" (Colos-
slans 2:8-10).

Christ's return vras a main theme of
Paul's two epistles to the church in the
city of Thessalonica. In I Thessalonl-
ans PauI reminded the people to be
ready for that event (I lhessalonlans
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5:2-4).  But some members began to
abandon their routine responsibil i t ies in
anticipation of Christ's immediate re-
turn.  In I I  Thessalonians Paul  re-
minded them to wait fbr Christ in a
product ive and law-abiding way ( I I
Thessalonians 3:1 1-13)-

The next three epistles, I and II Tim-
othy and Titus, are known as the pas-
toral epistles. They were written to min-
isters to whom Paul had given charge
over local congregations. These letters
contain advice on church administration
and the qual i f icat ions and dut ies of
church leaders (I Timothy 3:2-5).

The short Epistle to Philemon is a
personal letter f iom Paul to a member
of the Church in Colossae concerning a
slave who had run away. This l itt le book
provides an interesting glimpse into
first-century society and is a good exam-
ple of how Christians should treat one
another.

Next you'l l come to the Epistle to
the Hebrews. This epistle was directed
to Christians of Jewish background. The
early Church was sti l l  greatly influ-
enced by the customs of the Jewish
faith. This book helped the Church to
see how the Old Covenant, with all of
its rituals, tvpes and symbols, looked
forward to fulf i l lment in Jesus Christ
(Hebrews 1228).

The next five books are known as gen-
eral epistles. They were wrirten to the
Church in general, rather than to indi-
vidual congregations.

James is an expressive book about

pract ical  Chr ist ian l iv ing (James
r:27).

The epistles of Peter were written to
the Church during a period of persecu-
t ion.  They of fer  encouragement to
Christ ians to look forward in hope
(I Peter 1.6-7).

The three epistles of John also en-
couraged Christians to remain steadfast
in their faith. It had now been several
decades since Jesus returned to heaven.
As the years passed, false teaching began
to afl 'ect the churches. These epistles
were written at a time of great tension
and strain in the Church and capture the
urgency of  the s i tuat ion ( I  John
2zr8-r)).

The final epistle, Jude, is a fitting
close to these let ters.  I t  is a reminder
that in spite of the trials and tribulations
that the Christi:rn ChLtrch was suffering,
i ts fai th and pat ience would be re-
warded (|ude 24-25).

Nou'u'e come to the last stop on our
tour, the Apocalypse or Book of Rev-
elation. Man,v people consider this to
be the most enigmatic book in the Bible.
Indeed, the colorful, glorious and often
horrific visions, numbers, symbols and
characters of the book of Revelation
paint  a complex and awe-inspir ing
panorama of the ultimate fulfil lment of
the purpose of  God, including the
events leading up to Christ's return,
Christ's assumption of rulership over
the world and hints about what lies be-

I?f;f,. 
eternity, for the saved people 
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Revelat ion concludes with the
promise that Jesus will return and com-
plete the Work of salvation (Revelation
22.2O).

Come Again Soon!

Ttre ama;zing book we know as the
Bible begins with God and man in har'
mony in a beautiful garden setting. And,
after the astounding spectacle of human

APPIAN WAY: THE ROMANS WEBE ROAD BUILDERS

vised odyssey he undertook by depan'
ing from God and God's ways. The story
ends with the assurance that all human
beings, made in the image of God, will
learn to live in peace and harmony with
God and with each other. Then, and
only then, will man be ready to receive
from God the gift of everlasting life.

On this note, we end this tour of the
Bible. You have made a valuable start in

getting to know the ScriP-
tures. Do you still have ques-
tions? You should. We have
barely scratched the surface.
As we told you before we be-
gan, there is a lifetime of
study in these pages.

Remember that the Bible is
a challenging book. You can't
expect to understand every-
thing all at once. Its contents
will make you think and cause
you to consider what you be-
lieve and how you live. As
Paul wrote to Timothy, "All
Scripture is given by insPira-
tion of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in
righteousness" (II Timothy
3:15).

There is enormous power in
these books of the Bible. TheY

history that is described thereafter, the
book ends with God and man in har-
mony in a beautiful garden setting
where the living waters of eternal life
are freely available.

The Bible, in shoft, chronicles the
story of God saving man from the ill-ad'

can change your life, if You
let them. But that is a decision you must
make for yourself.

We hope this guided tour has helPed
make the Bible a more interesting and
valuable book and inspired you to con-
tinue studying it. Thank you for coming
along!
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