
PROPHEW

t t ;

,6
T
!
t

Comes Allue!



Pages &5: Origlnal text by Paul Kroll
@ 1987 Worldwide Church of God

Pages 6-7: @ 1987 Worldwide Church of God

Pages 8-10: Original t€xt by John R. Schroeder
@ 1975 Worldwide Church of God

Page 11: @ 1975 Worldwide Church of God

Pages '12-15: Original text by Gene H. Hogberg- 
@ 1g86.Worldwide Church of God

Pages '16-20: Original toxt by K. Neil Earle
@ 1985 Worldwide Ghurch of God

Pages 21-24; Original tsxt by Raymond F' McNair
and Earl H. Wlliams

@ 1982. 1984 Worldwide Church of God

Pages 25-28: Original text by Herman L' Hoeh
@ 1957, 1970,1977 Worldwide Church of God

All Rights Reserued



PROPHECY
Comes Al lve!

Today's world news with
the prophecies oJ

the world tomorrow!



E SEEMINGLY ap-
peared out of
nowhere, this pro-
phet. They called

him a "prophet of doom." He
called himself Amos. He said
he was a rancher-a herds-
man-with good news, if only
the nation would heed.

Then came that fateful day.
He strode into one of the most
important cities of the nation-
Bethel-its religious center and
seat of provincial government. It
was a city filled with unhappi-
ness, crime-and supersti t ion.
He planted his feet on the mar-
ble steps of the royal residence
and began announcing a chilling
message.

This man Amos claimed to be
speaking in the name of God. He
cried out:

"'The city that goes out by a
thousand shall have a hundred left,

"And that which goes out by a
hundred shall have ten left to the
House of Israel . . .

"Then it shall come to pass, that
if ten men remain in one house,
they shall die.

"And when .  .  .  one who wi l l
burn the bodies, picks up the bod-
ies to take them out of the house,
he will say to one inside the house,
"Are there any more with you?"
Then someone wi l l  say, "None." 'n '

The hearers winked at  each
other and tossed flowers at Amos'
feet.  Funny man, they thought.
But Amos bravely disregarded
their  thoughts and cont inued an-
nouncing his message.

On another day, this enigmatic
man-this rust ic from the hi l l
country-stood up and thundered
forth for all in the capital city to
hear:

"Behold, the eyes of the Lord
God are on the sinful kingdom,

"And I will destroy it from the
face of the earth. . . .

"Though they dig into hell [the
dark depths of earth beneathl ,
from there my hand shall take
them:

"Though they cl imb up to
heaven [so high no bird has ever
flown there], from there I will
bring them down. . . .

A prophecy for our day from
book of Amos.

"Though they hide from my
sight at  the bottom of the sea.. . .

"Though they go into captivity
before their enemies. from there I
will command the sword, and it
shall slay them.

"I will set my eyes on them for
harm and not for good."

A Dai ly Warnlng

Day after day this pestilent fellow,
this chatterer,  this "prophet of
doom" was on the royal residence
steps blaring forth his message.
The trumpet-like voice began to
irritate the local citizenry.

"Who is this man?" everyone
was asking his neighbor. "Why is
he saying these things?" people
wondered. "Don't the politicians,
the authorities, the religious lead-
ers know this babbler is here?
We're tired of listening to this-
this crackpot."

A delegation was dispatched to
the local authori t ies. "Do they
know what is going on?" everyone
asked. The group looked out the
window of the building they were
in. And there was that character
Amos. He was at it again, claiming
to be speaking God's words.

"I hate, I despise your feast
days, and I do not savor your sa-
cred assembl ies. . .

"Take away from me the noise

Old Testament

of your songs, for I will not hear
the melody of your stringed instru-
ments.

"But let justice run down like
water, and righteousness like a
mighty stream.. ."

The politicians at the window
laughed and pointed their fingers
at this strange fellow on the steps.
They again winked at each other
and said, "Let the fool rave on.
We'll deal with him later if need
be."

But this man Amos wouldn't
quit. Day after day, week after
week, month after month he was
there on those steps. His booming
voice was heard throughout the
square.

And again, the people said;
"Why is he saying these awful
things about our country?"

The times, admittedly, were bad.
The nation was threatened by war
and it was in a weakened condition.
The future seemed uncertain. But
why harp on it?

For months before the harvest
a terrible drought hung over the
farming communities. The crops
finally failed. Water rationing be-
came a fact of life. To add to the
problem, a locust plague con-
sumed what the drought failed to
kill.

And this prophet Amos just
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would not qui t  h is polemics.  His
constant sol i loquies,  f i l led wi th
al ternat ing strains of  horror and
hope upon repentance, f i l led the
air .  Amos kept on and kept on,
preaching with determinat ion be-
fore the capi ta l  bui ld ing.  Al l  th is in
God's name.

" 'Also I  gave you cleanness
teeth in al l  your c i t ies.  And lack
bread in all your places;

"Yet you have not returned to
Me. '  says the Lord .  .  .

" ' l  sent among you a plague
after the manner of  Egypt;  your
young men I  k i l led wi th a
sword .  .  .

"Yet you have not returned tcr
Me, '  says the Lord."

Thc l is teners were now vcry
angry.  They shook their  f is ts at
Amos. "What is th is 'haven' t  re-
turned to the Lord'  nonsense'1" the
spectators shouted back at  Amos.

"We are God's people.  Who
gavc you thc r ight  to make thcse
accusat ions'1 This is God's country.
Long l ive our blessed nat ion."

State of  the Nat ion

Whi lc Amos spoke. corrupt ion
f lour ished throughout the nat ion.
Pol i t ical  leaders could be bought.
The poor were being trampled and
ground to powdcr economical ly.
Few carcd for their  r ights.

Vcndors,  greedy for evcry dime
of prol ' i t ,  madc a mockery of  re l i -
g ious scruple.  Cr ime and violence
were rampant.  I  t  was a t imc of
pr ide and over indulgence. A t ime
of sexual  permissiveness, even per-
version. A t ime when ethics and
values were sneered at .

Whi le the nat ion s inned, Amos
brought the warning:

" .  .  .  the Lord God of  hosts.  the
Lord,  says th is:

" 'There shal l  be wai l ing in al l
streets,  and they shal l  say in al l  the
highways, "Alas!  Alas!" .  .  . ' "

Amos announced that God
would raise up a nat ion that would
aff l ic t  them from one end of  thc
country to the other-and f inal ly
destroy them. The handwri t ing was
on the wal l ,  Amrs insisted.

" 'The end has come upon my
people Israel  .  .  .  , '  says the Lord
God- 'Many dead bodies every-
where, they shal l  throw them out
in s i lence. '  "

The people were incensed.
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"That 's a l ie!  That 's a l ie!"  thc
pcople shou ted back. "We are
God's pcople."

But Amos was undaunted. He
once again issucd the predict ion
that the nat ion would be destroyed
and led away capt ive.  He warncd
that the nat ion's ruler would also
die.

The people l is tening became an-
gr ier  yet .  Their  one thought was to
ki l l  th is man Amos. But some inex-
plicable force prevented them from
accompl ishing their  a im.

Cris is at  the Top

Meanwhi le,  an important rel ig ious
leader in the community was bent
on destroying Amos. He went be-
fore the ruler, saying: "Amos has
conspired against  you. .  .  .  The land
is not able to bear all his words."

The rel ig ious personage then re-
peated Amos'  d i rest  predict ions.

The ruler s lammed his f is t  into
the table.  "Arrest  th is Amos. Drag
hirn in herc.  l ' l l  deal  wi th him."

Amos was shackled and taken to
the palace. At last ,  he was face to
face with the rulcr  of  thc nat ion.
Thc chicf  pr iest  pointcd his f inger
menacingly at  the prophet.

"Get out of  th is country,  seer.
Never speak another word in th is
ci ty.  Otherwisc you wi l l  d ie.  This is
the king's sanctuary and royal  resi-
dence."

The pol i t ical  and rel ig ious lead-
ers were stunned into s i lence by
the words that Amos now spoke:

" l  was no prophet,  nor was I  a
son of  a prophet.

"But I  was a herdsman and a
tender of  sycamore frui t .
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"  l  i rcn thc l - t l rd took rne as I
lo l l t r r r  cd the l ' lock,  and thc Lord
said lLr  nrc.

"  ' (  i r r .  prophesy to My pcoplc
Isr l ic l . '

. .  \  r  r \ \  t  he rc l 'ore .  hcar thc word
tr l  t i te I . , r r t l .

" \ ' r r [ r  . r t ) .  ' l ) r l  no1 prophcsy
agiun5t l : f ; rc l .3nd do not spout
i lgxtnst  the hrru:c o1' lsaac. '

"Thcrclore lhus sar s the Lord:
" 'Your ui l -e :hal l  bc a har lot  in

thc c i t l ' :  )  our sons arrd daughte rs
shal l  fa l l  b1 the suord:

"Your land shal l  be dir ided by
survey l ine:  you shal l  d ie in a de-
l - i lcd land;

!s u'l

"And Isracl  shal l  surely be led
away capt ive f rom his own land." '

And so i t  was that Arnos lcf t  thc
land of  thc Housc of  lsrael .  ncvcr
to be hcard f rc l rn again in the land.
Then, uruny years latcr ,  when
t imcs canrc that  t r ied men's souls
and there was hopc no longer,  thcy
remembered the words that Antos
had spokcn:

" 'Behold,  the days are coming. '
says the Lord God, ' that  I  wi l l  send
a famine on the land.

"Not a famine o1'  bread. nor a
thirst  for  water.  but  of  hcar ing the
words of  thc Lord.

"They shal l  wander f rom sea to

sea, and fronr north to east;  they
shal l  run to and fro,  seeking the
word of  the Lord.  but shal l  not  f ind
ir . " '

Prophecy Comes True

The words above were spoken by
Arnos to a powerful  k ing of  ancient
lsrael ,  Jereboam l l .  Within th i r ty
years af ter  the death of  th is k ing
whzrt  Amos had prophesied came to
pass.

During the intervening decades,
the nat ion of  Israel  suf fered horr i -
b ly.  l t  wars invarded on two occa-
sions by t  l rc Assyr iun arnr ies.
M canwhi le,  the Housc of  lsracl ,
rv i t  h i ts capi ta l  at  Samaria,  a lso
f 'ound i tsel l -at  war wi th the south-
ern k ingdorn of  .Judah, whose king
rcigncd in Jcrusalem.

n third invasion by the Assyr ian
king Shalmaneser occurrcd dur ing
thc reign ol ' lsrael 's last  k ing,
Hoshea. nt  that  t i rnc.  thc rentnant
ot '  thc Housc of  lsrael  was rcduced
to i l  valssal  st i r tc.  The Assyr izrns
besieged i ts rrajor pol i t ical  carpi ta l ,
Sanrar ia.  lbr  three long ycars.

n t  long last .  what God had
prophcsicd through the prophct
Anros had becor.nc a t ragic real i ty.
God had bccn pat ient  lbr  many
years but now thc grace per iod was
over.  The House ol  lsrael  wcnt into
capt iv i ty.  The sad story is found in
l l  Kings 17.

But thcrc is ar yet  more sober ing
lesson for our dny. Biblc prophecy
is dual .  l t  l . ras i ts f i rst  occurrcncc.
But thc cmphasis is always on the
sect lnd fu l f i l l rnent.  usual ly much
grc:r lcr  in scopc und intensi ty.

Frrr ovcr li l'ty ycars Lhe World
'I-r.trrtrtrron'broadcast and the Plai n
Truth nragazine have been warning
that thc descendants of ' that  an-
cient nat ion arc also being laced
with the same circumstances and
. 'varn ing.

That ancicnt  prophet Amos, who
spoke those words in towns such as
Bcthel  wars looking down the corr i -
dors of  t ime at  those of  us reading
these words. Today, we are the
ones faced with the chal lenges
thrown down in the book of
Amos. f r
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fhe Stcte oI rhe
Poor rlnd Elderly

Economic injustices have occurred in every major
civilization. Recent champions of civil rights have
raised public awareness of the problems, but this
has brought only incomplete solutions.

The wealthy are too often reluctant to give up
unfair advantages or to adequately help the poor
improve themselves. The poor have been cheated
so often that they are too distrustful to believe good
advice when it is given. Many, trapped by social,
economic and governmental barriers, confined to
urban slums and rural poverty, have become frus-
trated and angry.

In the Western world, the elderly in general-com-
posed of both the well off and the poorest-are not
by any means properly honored by a generation of
selfish children who have reaped the benefits of the
work done by those now grown old.

Courts ond foils
The prison populations of the English-speaking world
are more than fil led to capacity. New facilities are
having to be built. In some cases prisoners are being
released prematurely in order to make room for new
prisoners, The poor, uneducated and minorities com-
prise the majority of this burgeoning population. And
approximately 70 percent ol the United States in-
mates and Britain's sentenced offenders are tragic
repeaters. They are immersed in a prison culture
where violence, homosexuality and now the threat of
AIDS acquired in prison become a way of life.

Alcoholism
The financial loss to society from alcoholism topped
$116 bill ion (thousand million in British usage) in the
U.S. in 1983, whi le providing $12.2 bi l l ion revenue in
taxes. Ten million alcoholics, seven million alcohol
abusers and an unknown number of casual users
spent nearly $50 bill ion on drinking.

Over 70 oercent of alcoholics worldwide hold
regular lobs, resulting in massive material damage and
loss of productivity. Alcohol-related deaths are cheat-
ing victims out of over '15 years of life. Two out of every
1,000 births will sulfer the crippling effects of fetal
alcohol syndrome. As normal children grow, alcohol-
related traffic fatalities will become their leading cause
of death from age 16to 24. Total alcohol related traffic
deaths exceed 23,000 even in good years. The young
drink to feel older, while the old drink to feel younger.
In short, alcoholism is hurting everyone,

Poliricol Corruprion
Prolonged scandals command attention in the po-
litical arena. Far more dangerous though, is the
chronic, cancerous corruption daily eating away at
the foundations of government. The once occa-
sional scandals like kickbacks, embezzlements,
coverups, and frauds are now tolerated habits.
The incalculable toll taken by these practices must
be added to less obvious corruotion such as time
waste, influence peddling, misuse of funds, con-
tract fixing, bloated expense accounts and gifts of
oersuasion.

Ultimately the price of a government fueled by
such practices is passed down to the taxpayers.
A yet even higher price is paid in citizens' minds
as distrust builds into frustration and desoair.



Big Business
Corruption

Recent scandals involv ing i l legal  insider t rading on
the U.S. Stock market have rocked Wal l  Street in
New York and investment firms around the world.
Br i ta in 's Guinness scandal  has been l inked to the
twisted trail of f inancial improprieties relating to in-
s ider informat ion and coroorate takeovers.  The re-
sults of arrests thus far have caused a near hysteria
among traders who have been so involved in corpo-
rate takeovers they didn't bother to worry about
what was r ight  or  wrong, moral ly or legal ly.

Orgonized Crime
In the United States, stepped-up prosecution has
lead to dozens of convictions of top organized-crime
leaders, but has only opened the door for gangs
from other nations to set up shop.

In Colombia, global demand for cocaine has led
to the shedding of blood as the government wages
war against a literal army of drug processors and
traff ickers.

Because of its nearness to the heroin-producing
areas of Asia, Australia has increasingly become a
center for heroin distribution. Government commis-
sions have discovered trafficking syndicates that
reach to some of the most oowerful levels of Aus-
tral ian business and ool i t ics.

Crime ond Uiolence
Crime is on the r ise around the world.  In Great Bri tain,
according to the Home Off ice, cr imes of personal
violence rose 72 percent beiween 1974 and 1984

In the United States, the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation's Crime Clock shows that one property crime
is committed every three seconds, one murder every
28 minutes and one aggravated assault every 44
seconds,

Australians cite violent crime as the social problem
that gives them the most reason to worry. Burglary
rates are 20 percent higher than they are in the United
States.

Religion in furmoil
Mil l ions in the Western wor ld insist  they bel ieve in
God They say they know he exists-but they do not
obey him. Many go to church or temple yet l ive very
empty l ives The Bible is the best-sel l ing book, yet
inf luent ia l  church leaders al l  too of ten encourage
people to disobey some of the plainest commands
the Bible teaches.

No one should be surpr ised, though, for  meaning-
less rel ig ious r i tual ism is a t radi t ion older than Christ-
mas and Easter.  Many Christ ians have pretended to
worship God-or Chr ist-and completely or part ia l ly
ignored what he taught.  They have worshiped on
hol idays that the God of  the Bible says he detests
The churches have served the conveniences of men
more than the Creator of  men.
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Revelator
How many realize that Jesus Christ predicted
today's chaotic world condition in advance and
foretold the outcome of it all?

he first verse of the
book of Revelation
states: "The Revela-
tion of Jesus Christ,

which God gave unto him, to
shew unto his servants things
which must shortly come to
pass. . . ."

Jesus Christ was a prophet;
Jesus Christ was a newscaster of
future wor ld events.  Jesus
Christ forecast the overall, getr-
eral sequence of events that
would characterize the world
from his time to now and on
into the future; Jesus Christ was
an up-to-date futurist in the
true sense of the term.

He talked not only of the mind-
bending, fast-moving, sometimes
horrifying events to presage his
Second Coming, but also of a won-
derful world to come.

Blessings to Come

Go to the gospel accounts. In their
contents, Jesus spoke directly of an
altogether different kind of society
that would envelop the earth in
future ages.

The religious set of Jesus' day
thought they had him cornered
with a trick question about mar-
riage and the resurrection. But he
deftly answered their questions by
informing them of the never-

I

before-heard-of conditions of to-
morrow's world.

He forecast: "But they which
shall be accounted worthy to obtain
that world [Greek: agel, and the
resurrection from the dead, neither
marry, nor are given in marriage:
neither can they die any more . . ."
(Luke 20:35-36).

Have you ever before heard of a
world in which part of the inhabi-
tants-the compassionate ruling
class as other scr iptures make
clear---can no longer die?

Visionary futurists of our day
contemplate a fantastic world with
a vastly lengthened human life-
span made possible by super-re-
placement parts for worn-out body
organs. But how many envision the
ultimate: "Neither can they die
any more"?

Matthew's gospel account sheds
still more light on conditions in
this incredible civilization yet to
come.

The benevolent, future spiritual
rulers will be those who have exe-
cuted justice and judgment in their
personal lives. David said: "He that
ruleth over men must be just, rul-
ing in the fear of God" (II Sam.
23:3\.

Some specific positions in this
future world have been preassigned
by Jesus.

To his apostles, Jesus promised:
"And I appoint unto you a king-
dom, as my father hath appointed

'unto me; that ye may eat and drink
at my table in my kingdom, and sit
on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel" (Luke 22:29-30).

The gospels are not the only bib-
lical books whose contents reveal
specific prognostications of Jesus
Christ in his role as a prophet.

As was pointed out, the book of
Revelat ion is unvei led by Jesus
Christ himself. If you have a red-
let ter Bible-one in which the
first-person quotations of Jesus are
printed in red-you will be struck
by the many prophecies spoken by
your Savior.

Further revelation on the world
to come unfolds as you progress
into its exciting contents. Specific
rewards are prophetically promised
to speci f ic  churches (and the
Church as a whole) in chapters two
and three. "And he that over-
cometh, and keepeth my works
unto the end, to him will I give
power over the nations [in tomor-
row's worldl" (Rev. 2:26).

Rulership-the reward for over-
coming sin and doing Christ 's
Work-is promised to every Chris-
tian executing justice and judg-
ment in his or her personal life.

The Bible is chock-ful l  of
prophecies about this wonderful
world to come. One scripture that
perhaps best sums up the general
conditions of the wonderful world
tomorrow, and on beyond, was spo-
ken by Jesus in Revelat ion 2l :5.
" .  .  .  Behold,  I  make al l  th ings
new." That statement is all encom-
passing. Our fragi le,  uncompre-
hending human minds could never
fathom the depth and breadth of
that prophet ic promise.

Following Jesus' example in his
message to the seven churches, we
have first presented Christ as the
Revelator of these good things to
come.

But he also is the Revelator of
incredible prophecies of punish-
ment to come on this sinning world
in the relatively near future.

Punishments to Come

Jesus was both specific and general
in his futuristic forecasts of various
types of punishment for the world's
sins.

He directly foresaw the fall of
Jerusalem in e.n. 70. The horrible
picture was so vivid in his mind
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that he made great lamentation for
what he knew would befall that
city (Matt. 23:37).

And on his painful path to the
cross, ". . . there followed him a
great company of people, and of
women, which also bewailed and
lamented him.

"But Jesus turning unto them
said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep
not for  me, but weep for
yourselves, and for your children.
For, behold, the days are coming,
in the which they shall say, Blessed
are the barren, and the wombs that
never bare, and the paps which
never gave suck. Then shall they
begin to say to the mountains, Fall
on us; and to the hills, Cover us"
(Luke 23:27-31).

This stark prophecy was ful-
filled (at least in part) in less than
four decades. The historian Jose-
phus recorded a vivid account of
the terrible famine which ravaged
Jerusalem:

"It was now a miserable case,
and a sight that would justly bring

tears into our eyes, how men stood
as to their food, while the more
powerful had more than enough,
and the weaker were lamenting
[for want of it]. But the famine
was too hard for all other passions,
and it is destructive to nothing so
much as to modesty; for what was
otherwise worthy of reverence, was
in this case despised; insomuch that
children pulled the very morsels
that their fathers were eating out
of their very mouths, and what was
still more to be pitied, so did the
mothers do as to their infants: and
when those that were most dear
were perishing under their hands,
they were not ashamed to take
from them the very last drops that
might preserve their  l ives .  .  . "
(Wars of the Jews, book V, chap-
ter X. sect ion 3).

"Now the number of those that
were carried captive during this
whole war was collected to be
ninety-seven thousand; as was the
number of those that perished dur-
ing the whole siege, eleven hun-

dred thousand .  .  . "  (book VI,
chapter IX, sections 2, 3).

The horrible happenings of e.o.
70 are a type of the even more
grueling events of the end time.

Perhaps the whole picture of
these age-ending prophecies is best
described and brought into proper
focus in Matthew 24.

The disciples asked Jesus: "Tell
us, when shall these things be? and
what shall be the sign of thy com-
ing, and of the end of the world
[Greek aion, meaning age]?"
(Verse 3.)

Then Jesus proceeded to enu-
merate a series of general events
and happenings that would charac-
terize the times from the first cen-
tury to now-actually intensifying
to the extreme at the very end of
the age.

In AD 70 the Roman armies under the direction
of Titus ravaged Jerusalem. The temple that
Herod had constructed was looted and de-
stroyed, the inhabitants of the city scattered.



Among the things Jesus specifi-
cal ly ment ioned were rel ig ious
apostasy, wars and rumors of wars,
natural disasters here and there on
the earth, and blatant religious big-
otry f inding i ts ul t imate expression
in countless brutal martyrdoms.

Signs of  Chr ist 's  Coming

Final ly,  the wor ld would be so
dominated by sin that even some
Christians would begin to lose their
first love and -actually begin to be-
tray, persecute, and cause to be put
to death their own brethren. On
the world scene, Jesus warned of
several prophetic bench marks lo
precede his Second Coming-none
of which has yet been fulf i l led to
the fullest extent.

l )  Publ ishing of  the gospel :
"And this gospel  of  the k ingdom
shall be preached in all the world
for a witness unto all nations; and
then shal l  the end come" (Matt .
24:14).  When you see the true
gospel beginning to be announced
to the world's nslisns-,,1,'hen you
see this prophecy in action on the
world scene-you should increase
your personal world watch and vig-
i lance.

2) The Abomination of Desola-
tion: "When ye therefore shall see
the abomination of desolation, spo-
ken of by Daniel the prophet, stand
in the holy place . . . then let them
which be in Judaea [the modern
nat ion of  Israel l  f lee into the
mountains . . .

"For then shall be great tribula-
tion, such as was not since the
beginning of  the wor ld to th is t ime,
no, nor ever shal l  be Iagain]"
(verses l5-16,2l) .

Jesus spoke of the vital necessity
of  understanding this "abomina-
tion" in the parenthetical phrase,
"whoso readeth.  let  h im under-
stand" (verse l5) .  I t  appears to
involve a great religious leader who
would make his world headquarters
in the Holy Land. This event 's
great import l ies in the fact that it
is a sign signaling the beginning of
the great tribulation.

3) The Great Tribulation: Je-
sus-the real  Revelator of  the
Bible's last book-refers again to

this unique t ime in the wor ld 's his-
tory. Notice his message to the
Church in Revelat ion 3:10: "Be-
cause thou hast kept the word of
my patience, I also wil l keep thee
from the hour of  temptat ion
[trial], which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell
upon the earth."

This Great Tribulation (an hour
is a relat ively short  t ime in bibl ical
prophecy) wil l not be a local upset
done in a corner of  Asia.  I t  wi l l  be
global in range-all the inhabitants
of the earth wil l be affected.

4) Jerusalem Surrounded With
Armies: The companion prophecy
in Luke 2l gives us an additional
prophet ic waymark to consider.
"And when ye shall see Jerusalem
compassed with armies, then know
that the desolation thereof is nigh"
(verse 20: cf .  Zech. l4: l -4;  Rev,
l  6:1 6).

But notice that this prophecy
then paral le ls Matthew 24:16-20
as it describes the events just
before the great t r ibulat ion:
"Then let  them which are in Ju-
daea flee to the mountains; and
let  them which are in the midst
of it depart out; and let not them
that are in the countries enter
thereinto" (verse 2l) .  Luke then
describes The Great Tribulation
in different words. "For these be
the days of vengeance, that all
things which are written Iin the
Old Testament propheciesl may
be fulf i l led" (verse 22). (Jesus
often used the expression "it is
written" when quoting or para-
phrasing a passage from the Old
Testament [Matt .  2:5:  4:4,  7,  lO;
l l :10;  2 l :13:  Mark 7:6;  9:12. 13:
I  l :17,  etc. l . )

The Bible s imply does not
clearly delineate all these eventful
prophetic bench marks in easy one-
two-three order. Nor are the ones
mentioned the only ones; there are
many more. The Bible is written
"here a l itt le and there a l itt le,"
and therein l ies one of the reasons
Jesus continuously admonished his
servants to watch (Matt .24:42;
25:13; Mark l3:33-37).

As world events unfold, Chris-
tians (and especially the ministry-

see Amos 3:7) should begin to
match up the world scenario with
the biblical prophecies.

Jesus Christ-the Revelator of
all prophecy and the l iving Word
that inspired the whole Bible-en-
joins the following very big respon-
sibi l i ty  on al l  Chr ist ians:  "Watch
ye therefore, and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things [the end-
time events mentioned in the pre-
ceding verses] that  shal l  come to
pass, and to stand before the Son of
man" (Luke 21:36).

Bel ieve i t  or  not ,  God is very
concerned that his elect (any per-
son or persons who wi l l  t ru ly obey
him and help perform his Work
upon the earth) not suffer with a
disobedient, God-rejecting world.

But the qualif ications for physi-
cal escape are spiritual. Hoarding
honey, soybeans and other food sta-
ples is not the right route to take.

"Seek ye the Lord, all ye meek
of the earth,  which have wrought
his judgment;  seek r ighteousness,
seek meekness: it may be ye shall
be hid in the day of the Lord's
anger," cried the prophet Zepha-
niah (2:3).

A Sermon-on-the-Mount- type
character is required. I f  you de-
velop such Christ l ike character,  the
chances of your escaping the great
tribulation are very good.

God's anxiety for the physical
welfare of his people is recorded
by the prophet lsaiah: "Come, my
people, enter thou into thy cham-
bers, and shut thy doors about
thee: hide thyself as it were for a
l i t t le moment,  unt i l  the indigna-
t ion be overpast.  For,  behold
[here is the reason for hiding],
the Lord cometh out of his place
to punish the inhabi tants of  the
earth for  their  in iqui ty .  .  . "  ( Isa.
26:20-21).

Notice that verse 2l t ies right
back into the Christian's prophetic
responsibil i ty: watching significant
world events indiv idual ly (and
warning the world as a Church) as
well as praying to be worthy to
escape the punishments of God on
this sick and dying world.

Watch! !

to



"This Generation
Shall Not Pass r r ."

- , , " , , -  
h^^^

-trUTLI 

NAVtr UECII

Hsoeculat ino on the
--I  return of  Jesus Christ
for almost millennia. There
were those in the latter
part  of  Paul 's day who
thought the return of Christ
was imminent.

The apostle to the
gentiles had to warn the
Church in his day not to be
deceived by unfounded and
unrel iable inf  ormat ion
concerning the return of  the
Messiah.

"And now, brothers,
about the coming of  our
Lord Jesus Christ  and his
gather ing of  us to himsel f :  I
beg you, do not suddenly
lose your heads or alarm
yourselves, whether at
some oracular ut terance, or
pronouncement,  or  some
let ter  purport ing to come
from us, al leging that the
Day of  the Lord is already
here.  Let no one deceive
you in any way whatever"
(l l Thes 2 1-3, The New
English Bible)

Chr ist  Wi l l  Return

But there is no doubt that
the Messiah will relurn lo
this earth to set up the
ever last ing Kingdom of
Godl The Bible is f i l led wi th
prophecies descr ib ing the
second coming of  Jesus
Christ. The heart and core
of the New Testament
message concerns Hts
RETURN to this earth to set
up a wor ld-rul ing,  governing
kingdom.

The very first message
that ever came back from

heaven-af ter Chr ist  began
to ascend to God's
heaven-was that he was
going to return to this
earth.

ln Acts 1:1 1,  Chr ist 's
disciples were to ld:  "Men
of Gal i lee,  why stand there
looking up into the sky?
This Jesus, who has been
taken away from you up to
heaven, wi l l  come in the
same way you have seen
him go" (The New English
Bible).

This scr ipture alone is
conclusive proof of Christ's
Second Coming to th is
earth,  But,  read just  one
more, th is t ime in the
Authorized Version. "So
Christ was once offered to
bear the s ins of  many; and
unto them that look for  h im
shall he appear the second
time without sin unto
salvat ion" (Heb 9:28)

So the quest ion is not
whether he wil l return, but
wHrrul

Human speculat ion about
this sublect  matters nothing.
The truth must be revealed
from God's inspired word,
the Bible.

Peter, referring to the
Church, said, "We have
also a more sure word of
prophecy, whereunto ye do
well that ye take heed . , ."
( l l  Pet 1:19) l t  is  through
this "sure word of
prophecy" that we can
understand the truth about
the return to earth ol Jesus
Christ .

I t  is  ent i re ly possible that
You, as an indiv idual ,  may

l ive to wi tness this great
event l  Jesus Christ  stated,
"Ver i ly  I  say unto you, rHrs
cENERATToN sHALL Nor pass, t i l l
a l l  these things be ful f i l led
(Matt  24:34).

Which Generat ion

But how can we know
Jesus is ta lk ing about ouR
cENERATToN roony? How can
we be sure he wasn' t
ta lk ing about the generat ion
of his dav2 |  e i 's  oei  the
proper perspeclrve.

Matthew 24 records what
is commonly cal led the
"Ol ivet  Prophecy",  l t  is  so
named because i t  was on
the Mount of  Ol ives that
the disciples of  Chr ist  came
to him and asked about
the prophecies concerning
his Second Coming and of
Ihe end of the world
[age-verse 3] .

The whole prophecy rs
about the t ime of  the end

In answering the quest ion
about the end of  the age,
Jesus foretold a series of
events that would intensify
just before his return. He
told about fa lse prophets in
this end t ime (verse 5) He
talked about war and
rumors of  war,  about
world war (verse 6).  He
foretold famines,
neci i lonnoc anr l
vvv!"e '

earthquakes in different
places (verse 7) (Most
have been occurr ing for
2,000 years,  but  the
intensi ty wi l l  increase.)

Then Christ  explained
that th is gospel  o l  the
kingdom would be

"preached in al l  the
world for a witness unto
al l  nat ions;  and then shal l
the Eruo come" (verse 14).
He fnrelnlc i  nroai

t r ibulat ion and heavenly
signs just before his
return.

Then to make i t
abundant ly c lear what he
was talk ing about,  Jesus
gave a parable ol the fig
tree. He said,  " .  .  .  When
his branch is yet tender,
and putteth forth leaves, ye
know that summer is nigh:
so l ikewise ye, when ye
shall see all these things,
know that it is near, even
at the doors" (verses
32-33)

Christ showed that when
these great earth-shaking
events begin to happen the
t ime of  the end of  the age
will be at hand. Today,
these events are beginning
to intensify and come to a
head.

For the f i rst  t ime in
history,  we're in a
generat ion when God must
intervene, or there wi l l  be
no f lesh saved al ive.  Jesus
was talk ing about our day
today. He said t rue
Christ ians would know
when he is about to
rntervene in world aftats by
world condi t ions.

And he said,  "So
l ikewise ye, when ye see
these things come to pass,
know ye that the k ingdom
of God is nigh at  hand.
Verily I say unto you, This
generation [during which
you see " these things"
occur l  shal l  not  pass away,
t i l l  a l l  be fu l f i l led" (Luke
2131-32).

We have the suar word
of prophecy and i t  says al l
these things must come to
pass f i rst ,  and they haven' t
a l l  come to pass yet.  On
the other hand, that same
"sure word of prophecy"
says the generation which
sees "a/ /  these things"
occur wi l l  not  pass unt i l
Christ returns to this
earth.
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and rumors of wars" (verse 6),
famines, pestilences, earthquakes
(verse 7) and religious persecution
and martyrdom for some (verse 9).
Through it all, the true Gospel of
God will be proclaimed with ever-
increasing power til l-before the
end-it will have a powerful im-
pact upon all nations (verse l4).

In addit ion to focusing our atten-
t ion on the broad out l ine of
Matthew 24, we need to keep a
sharp eye on events in Europe,
leading up to the final, l0-nation
revival of the Roman Empire. The
Middle East also merits continuous
news monitor ing, especial ly the
growth of religious radicalism.

Plummeting morals in the West-
ern world, the decay of family life,
environmental destruction and the
threat of  a global  economic
catastropohe show we are near the
end of humanity's profligate ways.

We need not go into detail at
this point concerning these prophe-
sied end-t ime condi t ions.  The
Plain Truth magazine continually
devotes considerable space to these
very trends. (If you are not already
a reader of The Plain Truth, you
may have a free subscription by
writing to our address nearest you.
See the back cover for a list.)

ldentity of America, Britain

There is another extremely impor-
tant area that opens our eyes to

what to look for. This key is the
nat ional ident i ty of the United
States, the British people and the
democracies of northwestern Eu-
rope. These nat ions are, in the
main, the descendants of the an-
cient House of  Israel- the so-
cal led " lost l0 tr ibes." ( I t 's c lear ly
explained in our free book The
United States and Bri tain in
Prophecy.)

The modern-day self-appointed
"shepherds of  Israel"  (Ezekiel
34:2) do not understand this vital
key to prophecy, or they simply
dismiss it. They have not "sought
what was [ost" (verse 4).

This understanding is so vital in
comprehending world events that
without it one is left prophetically
rudderless.

Equipped with this understand-
ing, we can readily grasp the por-
tent behind one of the single most
significant trends in the world over
the past three or four decades-the
decline of British and American
power and the corresponding rise
in the military might of the Soviet
Union.

This major trend affects nearly
everything in the wor ld today,
from the changed power relation-
ships in the Middle East to the
need for Europe to unite.

Approach of News Media

No secular news analysts are going
to look at the world from the above
perspectives of Bible prophecy.

But some analysts are definitely
better than others in helping us
watch world events. Such analysts
belong to what has been called the
realistic school of international re-
lations.

Generally speaking, realists look
at the world the way it really is.
They are not blinded to political
and moral evils in this world. They
can plainly see the various power
struggles among the nations, the
principal one being the East-West
conflict centered in Moscow and
Washington.

They believe that major powers
act the way they do because of
historical precedence and national
character and are not likely to
"change their spots" and moderate
their policies.

Realists understand that in the
world-which the Bible reveals is

cance as
end of the

hich events and
trends in the
world are of
most s igni f i -

we approach "the
age"-the end of

6,000 years of human mis-
rule, and the dawning of the
world tomorrow?

Most importantly, which news
sources are most beneficial and
rel iable in the job we al l  have of
watching world events (Luke
2l:36)2 What 's the best way to
judge the value of a newspaper?
And what is the overall approach
of the news media in analyzing
current events?

The Correct Perspective

First of all, when studying world
events from the viewpoint of Bible
prophecy, one must know what to
look for. We have not been left
without guideposts in this vi tal
area.

The 24th chapter of Matthew
const i tutes one of the most impor-
tant prophetic passages in the New
Testament. This chapter details the
signs of  Jesus Christ 's  Second
Coming and the end of this age.

Hallmarks of the end time, we
have been taught, will be religious
decept ion (verses 4-5, | l ) ,  "wars
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not God's wor ld but l ies under the
inf f  uence of  Satan (  Rev. l2:9,
I I  Cor.  4:4)- lof ty,  abstract  pr inci-
ples such as "social justice" and
"human rights" are unattainable,
even if all people and nations knew
what these concepts really meant.
To the realist, the lesser evil is
preferable to some human-defined,
absolute "good."

The second broad approach to-
ward the world and society, taken
by many pol i t ical  leaders and the
major i ty of  news analysts of  the
popular press of  the \ [ 'estern
world,  is  the ideal ist ic ' .
also called the utopian or
liberal, approach.

Basical l l  speaking. the
ideal ist ic school  holds
that hunran nature is in-
herent l l  good and has in-
f in i te mal leabi l i ty .  Those
holding to th is approach
bel ieve man has the
power to make society
better and better accord-
ing to constant ly chang-
ing (supposedly improv-
ing) human standards.

Regarding the moral
basis of society, the ideal-
istic or l iberal school rests
on a shi f t ing ground of  no
absolutes.  The resul ts of
th is "enl ightened" ap-
proach, cut off from bib-
l ical ly based or inf lu-
enced tradi t ion,  are al l
too obvious: the New
Moral i ty,  l iv ing together,
feminism, gay r ights and
the dr ive to "unisex" so-
ciety-even to unisex the
Bible.

Choosing a Newspaper

In general ,  the news media of  the
Western wor ld hold marked l iberal
v iews. in almost reverse proport ion
to the publ ic at  large.

Knowing the two broad ap-
proaches to current events analysis
should help us better select from
the news sources available to us.

For some this is rather diff icult,
especial ly i f  they l ive in more
closed societies. In these instances,
choices of  news sources are l imi ted.
Newspapers, radio and television
are often either government con-
trolled or heavily supervised to re-
flect official government positions.

In pluralistic Western societies,
on the other hand, a wider selec-
tion of newspapers, magazines and
electronic media is available.

In Br i ta in and other countr ies in
E,urope, entire newspapers gener-
ally reflect a certain philosophy.
The Daily Telegraph, for example,
is conservat ive in tone, in both pre-
sentat ion of  news and commentary.
The Guardian, on the other hand,
ref lects a def in i te lef t -of-center
viervpoint .

The Times of London is middle
of the road, polit ically. The Times

In addition to focusing

our attention on the broad

outline of Matthew 24,

we need to keep a sharp eye on

events in Europe, leading up

to the final, l0-nation

revival of the Roman Empire.

The Middle East also

merits continuous

news monitor ing. . . .

is  regarded as the best-wr i t ten,
most informative newspaper in the
Engl ish language.

Throughout Europe, another ex-
cellent news source is the Interna-
tional Herald Tribune, an Ameri-
can-sty le newspaper jo int ly
operated by The New York Times
and The Washington Post.

For their own experience, people
in the United States should scan
copies of the Times of London or
the Dai ly Telegraph in their
nearest big-city l ibrary, if for no
other reason than to realize what
they are missing on a daily basis in
their  newspapers.  Reading the
Times each day is an education.

Choosing a newspaper in the

United States presents more of a
problem. With the except ion of
USA Today (a bit shallow on in-
depth analysis of  internat ional
news),  the Uni ted States does not
have national newspapers as does
Britain. Two specialized newspa-
pers, however, enjoy national circu-
lat ion.

The business-or iented Wal I
Street Journal now has the largest
circulat ion of  any American news-
paper. Day in and day out, its edi-
torial pages contain some of the
most sound-minded analyses of  the

news.
The smal l -c i rculat ion

Chri.stian Science Moni-
/or presents perhaps the
greatest scope of interna-
t ional  news of  any dai ly
U.S. newspaper.

The highly informat ive
(but edi tor ia l ly  l iberal)
New York Times is
steadi ly expanding i ts c i r -
culat ion nat ionwide.

Americans who do not
regular ly read the above
sources are l imi ted to lo-
cal  or  regional  newspa-
pers. And far fewer of
them exist  now than be-
fore the advent of televi-
s ion.  Televis ion and
night ly te levis ion news
have all but destroyed the
afternoon newspaper in
America.  Many ci t ies are
now one-newspaper
towns.

When a choice be-
tween two or more news-
papers is avai lable,  the

pr ime considerat ion in deciding
which paper to subscr ibe to should
revolve around the stable of colum-
nists who appear on the newspa-
per 's edi tor ia l -opinion pages.
Newspapers of  the same size wi l l
vary l i t t le,  in general ,  concerning
the hard news of  the day. The di f -
ference in a newspaper's relative
worth wi l l  usual ly show up on the
opinion page. In th is regard one
should note how many syndicated
realist columnists appear regularly.

Who are some journal ists of  the
realist school? Here are a few nota-
ble names in the United States to
watch for: Will iam Safire, George
F. Will, Evans and Novak, Patrick
J.  Buchanan, James J.  Ki lpatr ick,
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Norman Podh oretz,  Phyl l is
Schlaf ly and Georgie Ann Geyer.

One may not always agree with
everything these journal ists wr i te,
but more of ten than not theY
present topics worth reading.

Benef ic ia l  Magazines

It  a lso helps.  budget permit t ing.  to
read a weekly newsmagazine in ad-
di t ion to a newspaper.

U..S. IVews & World Report
concentrates on essential facts and
f igures,  wi th helpful ,  readi ly un-
derstandable charts and graphs.

Regarding Time and Newsweek,
personal  preference is the key.
These magazines are most helpful
in cover ing major stor ies in depth.
The overal l  s lant ,  of  course, re-

mains American and l iberal ,  espe-
cially in Time.

Unfami l iar  to many Americans
but respected around the world is
Britain's Economist, probably the
most comprehensive newsweekly
publ ished anywhere, usual ly con-
taining important news i tems that
escape American eyes.

Business Week is another fine
publ icat ion wi th a good " lnterna-
t ional  Out look" sect ion on world
affairs and excellent occasional in-
depth reports.  However,  as a busi-
ness magazine, i t  ranks below the
fortnightly Fortune.

A leading journal  of  opinion to-
day is The New Republic, which is
publ ished weekly.  I t  of ten contains
thought-provoking art ic les on a

wide range of polit ical and social
affairs topics, representing a fairly
broad viewpoint.

Another supplemental  news
source worth ment ioning is Com-
mentary, a monthly published by
the American Jewish Commit tee.
Commentary is one of the most
inf luent ia l  journals in America.

The fortnight ly Nat ional  Re-
view, while essentially polit ical in
tone, olten has articles of broad
social  s igni f icance.

A person may not wish to sub-
scr ibe to any of  the magazines
ment ioned above. But one should
at least  scan them. as wel l  as the
select ion of  other newspapers and
per iodicals avai lable at  l ibrar ies.

One misht come across other in-

--t
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Television as a News Source
elevision can be an informative
supplement to your news diet,

providing that the newscasts are se-
lonlod nrnnar l r r
,vvrvv 
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Unfortunately,  however,  many
people waste hours each day look-
ing at what lhey think is news, and
rarely watch those newscasts and
special programs that could real ly
nerp.

This is especial ly t rue in the
United States, because of the over-
al l  dominance of  the medium of
commercial television.

It 's a pity that Americans cannot
view Britain's high-quali ty BBC news
or similar f i rst-class, noncommercaal
newscasts in other parts ol  the
world.

In the Uni ted States,  the most
worthwhi le regular ly scheduled
commercial  newscasts on world
and national affairs are the nightly
30-minute (actual ly 22 minutes of
news plus the commercials and sta-
t ion breaks) ABC, CBS and NBC
networK programs.

Also seen in many areas is the
so-called iourth network news pro-
gram known as lnternational NeL
work News, or /NN, In addition,

many viewers can receive the Cable
News Network (CNN), on which
prime t ime newscasts ar" 6slp'ul

There are,  in addi t ion,  supple-
mental television programs ol vatue.
such as Public Television's Mac-
Neil/Lehrer Newshour as well as
special ly scheduled programs In
these cases, let the fV Guide be
your guide. Be cautious, however, o{
the newscasts in your area. Tney
can be t ime wasters, Al l  too often a
local newscast is only entertainment
disguised as news!

Local newscasts, such as the 5 to
6 o 'c lock or 6 to 7 o 'c lock "news
hours" are big business in America,
generating from a third to a half  of a
television stat ion's income

The rat ings wars between the
channels during these t ime slots are
f ierce. To stay at the top ol the mar-
ket, a stat ion wil l  do anything to
make i ts local "news" juicier: scan-
dals, exposes - anything to hook
the unwary viewer.

Worst of al l ,  the on-screen an-
chorpersons ("news readers" to
our Bri t ish readers) are hired more
for their good looks than for their
iournal ist ic abi l i ty,

The local news game rs now so
competit ive that TV news execu-
t ives. frantic in their search for new
talent, resort to high-powered con-
sul t ing agencies (cal led "news doc-
tors '  in the t rade) who maintain
thousands of  v ideotapes ot
orosoective "news stars, "

Are your rat ings slumping? ls your
present "news star" gett ing a l i t t le
gray at the temples? Has he (or she)
lost his (or her) sex appeal?

Go to the "news doctor" and f ind
a new "pretty face"!

Knowing that this is the way TV
news funct ions,  concentrate on
those newscasts that present world
and national affairs Take local TV
newscasts with a huge dose of salt .

To those who feel that television
places them on a starvation news
diet, one remedy might involve the
purchase of a relat ively inexpensive
oortable shortwave radio receiver.
The top-notch BBC World Service
lrom London can be easi ly picked
up nearly everywhere in the world,
together with transmissions lrom
Radio Austral ia, Radio South Afr ica
and the English-language services
of several other nations. n



formative English-language news-
magazines, such as Maclean's from
Canada, The Bulletin from Aus-
tralia and Asiaweek from Hong
Kong (which covers the whole
gamut of Asian affairs).

An excel lent source covering
events in Europe, especially the
Common Market countries. is Eu-
rope. lt is published every other
month by the European Economic
Community Commission's office in
Washington, D.C. Simi lar
magazines are available in all mem-
ber countries of the Common Mar-
ket.

Also take a look at World Press
Review, a supplemental American
news source that reprints news ar-
ticles and editorials from the inter-
national press, representing a wide
spectrum of vieu'points.

Why not make a trip to the li-
brary a monthl)' or semimonthly
habit  ?

Remember that  t ime is pre-
gi9'5_t /g are counseled to ..re_

deem" i t  (Eph. 5:16).  Don't  waste
time on the scandal tabloids sold in
grocery stores, nor on most of the
many popular personal i ty
magazines (People is probably the
best of the generally poor lot).

Have Sound-minded
Approach

One last area should be addressed:

This is the fascination with theories
that purport  to explain world
events as a grand conspiracy.

There are variants of the con-
spiracy theory of history, but they
nearly all revolve around an elite
cabal of bankers, financiers and
wealthy capitalists who are said to
be manipulating events internation-
ally with the goal of subjugating
the United States and Western na-
tions to the control of a totalitarian,
one-world government. The con-
spirators, it is claimed, not only
manipulate Western-world leaders
like puppets, but secretly control
the governments of the Soviet
Union and mainland China.

Conspiracy theory literature is,
in general, very negative, accusa-
tory and often anti-Semitic.

There is undeniable evidence of
s imi lar i ty of  th inking ( interna-
tionalist, moderately left of center)
on the part of the majority of
members of certain organizations
often accused of being part of the
conspiracy, such as the Council on
Foreign Relations and the Trilat-
eral Commission.

Yet the fact that such organiza-
tions exist and that the viewpoint
of most of their members is similar
does not itself prove deliberate, cal-
culated conspiratorial intent.

Knowing the frui ts of  the
f lssh-"ssntent ions,  jealousies,

outbursts of wrath, selfish ambi-
tions, dissensions, heresies" (Gal.
5:20)-it is illogical to believe that
the alleged conspirators could pur-
sue such a unified, single-minded
course of action for any length of
time.

America and Britain are going
down not because of the willful
machination of unseen manipula-
tors but for a compendium of na-
tional sins spelled out in Isaiah l:4-
6: "Alas, sinful nation, a people
laden with iniquity, a brood of evil-
doers, children who are corrupters!
They have forsaken the Lord, they
have provoked to anger the Holy
One of Israel, they have turned
away backward.. . .  The whole
head [government] is sick, and the
whole heart [national morale and
morality] faints. From the sole of
the foot even to the head [meaning
the entire society and all its compo-
nents], there is no soundness in it,
but wounds and bruises and putre-
fying sores."

The English-speaking world is
suffering the national curses of dis-
obedience (Lev. 26, Deut. 28).

Let's keep a sound-minded ap-
proach (I I  Tim. l ;7).

In this way, and by using the
steps outlined in this article, we'll
know better what to look for-and
how to look-as prophecy unfolds
before our eyes. !



Bible

With this background, let's look
at seven important principles that
help c lar i fy the " l iv ing oracles"
(Acts 7:38).

Dual i ty

Bible prophecy-yes God's entire
plan of salvation-is a prime exam-
ple of  the f i rst  pr inciple,  that  of
dual i ty.  The apost le Paul  explained
this dual  aspect in I  Cor inthians
|  5:45-46:

"And so i t  is  wr i t ten,  'The f i rst
man Adam became a l iv ing being. '
The last Adam became a l ife-giving
spir i t .  However,  the spir i tual  is  not
first, but the natural, and afterward
the spir i tual ."

The physical  creat ion is only the
f i rst  phase in God's plan; the spir i -
tual phase comes later and is far
more signi f icant.

So we have the duality principle:
Old and New Testaments:  Mt.
Sinai  and the Sermon on the
Mount; the "congregation in the
wi lderness" (Acts 7:38) and the

Church of  God ( I  Cor.  l :2) ,
physical  c i rcumcision and
circumcision of  the heart
(Deut.  l0:16).

Isaiah 41:22 states th is
pr inciple direct ly:  "Let them
show the former th ings, what
they were, that  we may con-
sider them, and know the lat-
ter  end of  them."

od inspired his servants to
use dramatic techniques to

record prophecy. Here, an artist's
view of prophetic symbols.

Some prophecies have
dual  fu l f i l lments,  wi th the
secondary fu l f i l lment more
significant than the first.

Malachi  4:5 i l lustrates
this point .  Malachi  pre-
dicted that an El i jah- l ike
f igure would precede the
first appearance of the Mes-
siah; Chr ist  interpreted that
this prophecy referred to
John the Bapt ist  (Matt .
l7:12-13).

But not ice verses l0 and
1l  of  Matthew 17: "And

God's message in the prophecies of the
cloaked from the world at large. Why?
peer behind that cloak?

ometlmes menaclng,
sometimes subl ime-
yet always vivid and ar-
rest ing-Bible proph-

ecy speaks across the centuries.
The eternal  God of  Israel ,

h imsel f  an author (  Hebrews
5:9),  so infused his prophets
with his message that in his
hands they became powerful ,
e loquent instruments ( l l  Pet.
l :21).

"A l ion has roared! Who wi l l  not
fear?" cried Amos. "The Lord God
has spoken! Who can but proph-
esy?" (Amos 3:8, New King James
Version throughout).

Some passages of Bible prophecy
are, l ike Lincoln's or Churchi l l 's
oratory, gramatical ly s imple yet
deeply profound.

And often God inspired his ser-
vants to use dramatic, artistic tech-
niques in recording his prophecies,
powerful  l i terature, much of i t
sealing its messages until God's
t ime for reveal ing them (Dan. l2:9,
I  Cor.  2:7,  Rev. 5:3,  l0:7).

" I t  is the glory of God to conceal
a matter," wrote Solomon, the wis-
est man who ever lived, "but the
glory of kings is to search out a
matter" (Prov. 25:2).
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His disciples asked Him, saying,
'Why then do the scribes say that
Elijah must come first?' Then Je-
sus answered and said to them,
'Elijah truly is coming first and
will restore all things.' "

So although John the Baptist
was the pr ior  fu l f i l lment of
Malachi 4:5. there is to be a latter-
day fulfil lment, in our time!

Typology

Certain events and personalities in
the Old Testament foreshadow or
symbolize those in the New Testa-
ment. This is the doctrine known
as typology.

In Hosea I  l :1,  for example, the

nation of Israel stands as a symbol
of Jesus Christ himself: "When Is-
rael was a child, I loved him, and
out of Egypt I called My son."
Matthew 2:15 applies this verse to
the time Joseph and Mary so-
journed briefly in Egypt to protect
the infant Jesus.

Strange? Not if we remember
how nations can symbolize people
and vice versa ("LJncle Sam,"
"John Bul l") .  Winston Churchi l l
personified the "bulldog spirit" of
Great Britain in 1940, and many
times the nation of Israel personi-
fied some of Christ's actions (Isa.
49:3-6).

In the same way, David's ago-

nized cry of "My God, My God,
why have You forsaken Me?" (Ps.
22: l )  d i rect ly foreshadowed
Christ's sufferings on the stake.
Many of the Psalms reveal David
as a type or symbol of the Messiah
(verses 6-8, 16-18, Ps. 2:7, l2).

This pr inciple clar i f ies many
prophecies about the future. Daniel
I I, the longest prophecy in Scrip-
ture, time-wise, is a good example.
Daniel  I  l : l -20 surveys var ious po-
litical trends from the sixth cen-
tury B.c. to the second century B.c.
As most commentaries show. how-
ever, beginning in verse 2l a new
figure predominates.  This was
King Antiochus Epiphanes of the
Seleucid Empire in Syria (176 to
164 n.c.) .

For more than three years Anti-
ochus forbade the Jews'daily sacri-
f ices in the Temple, and com-
manded swine's flesh to be offered
instead. This was preceded by the
slaughter of many of Jerusalem's
ci t izens. Daniel  l1:31 refers to this
as "the abomination of desolation."

Incredibly, though, Jesus Christ
warned his disciples of a future
event with these words: "'There-
fore when you see the "abomina-
tion of desolation," spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, standing in the
holy place,' (whoever reads, let him
understand), 'then let those who
are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains"o (Matt .  24:15-16).

Jesus Christ reveals, then, that
Antiochus Epiphanes and his de-
spicable actions in 167 to 164 s.c.
are only a type or foreshadowing of
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a sti l l  more nefarious event yet to
occur in Jerusalem in " the t ime of
the end"-this pulsat ing 20th cen-
tury (Dan. 1l :40-45).  This makes
Daniel  I  l :31 a key to prophesied
events in the Middle East. Typol-
ogy thus helps us understand the
future (Dan. l2:10).

Time Lapses

Travelers who see on the horizon
two mountain ranges, one range
behind the o{her,  of ten th ink the
two ranges are close together. By

ism of God's Church as a young
virgin ( I I  Cor.  l1:2).

The br idegroom in the parable ob-
viously represents Chr ist  h imsel f
(Matt .  9:15).  So Matthew 25 5 re-
lates the condi t ion of  the t rue
Church fol lowing the energet ic f i rst
century apostol ic era:  "Whi le the
br idegroom IChr ist ]  was delayed,
they al l  s lumbered and slept."

' ' .:. .

pear at  the wedding supper (Rev.
19:7 -9).

Understanding the Histor ical
Background

The luture thrust  of  many prophe-
cies is of ten evident once the his-
tor ical  background and past fu l f i l l -
ments i r re considered.

Take Daniel  2,  lor  example.

Irru, Christ will smash a
I group of 10 nations (in

9 prophecy, the toes of a metal
image) at his Second Coming.

the t ime they reach the f i rst  moun-
tain range, however,  they see that
dozens or even hundreds of  mi les
l ie between the ranges.

Simi lar ly,  in Bible prophecy
t ime measurements are of ten com-
pressed. I t  is  not  unusual  for
prophecies to span thousands of
years,  yet  be constructed in such a
way that they seem l imited to one
t ime per iod.

lsaiah 9:6 is an interest ing ex-
ample of  the t ime- lapse method in
Bible prophecy. The f i rst  phrase
in th is verse states:  "For unto us
a Chi ld is born,  unto us a Son is
given."  This is a wel l -known ref-
erence to Jesus Christ 's  b i r th in
Bethlehem. Now not ice the next
phrase: "And the government wi l l
be upon His shoulder."  ln just
one phrase, Isaiah's prophecy has
jumped ahead almost 2,000 years,
f rom Christ 's  First  Coming as a
humble infant in Bethlehem to
his dramat ic Second Coming in
power and majesty to rule this
earth (Rev. I  l :15).

Genesis 40:9- I  l  is  another i l lus-
trat ion of  th is prophet ic t ime- lapse
pr inciple.  In the but ler 's dream,
the vine thrust  for th i ts blossoms,
grapes shot for th and the ju ice
turned instantaneously into wine.

The parable of  the l0 v i rg ins
(Matt .  25:1-13) epi tomizes the his-
tory of  the t rue Church of  God, for
those who understand the svmbol-
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Yes, God's t rue Church becarne
a footnote or,  at  most,  a chapter in
history!  But not ice verse 6:  "And
at midnight a cry was heard:  'Be-
hold.  the br idegroom is coming: go
out to meet him. '  "

Now the prophecy has jumped
ahead to our day, a v iv id example
of t ime- lapse technique in Bible
prophecyl  Af ter  a lapse of  more
than 1,800 years,  the Church of
God is taking on new l i fe,  re in-
v igorated to announce that the
Bridegroom. Chr ist .  is  soon to ap-

Hcre Danic l  cxplains to King Neb-
uchadnczzar of  ancient Babylon
the rneaning o1-a resplendent metal
imrrge lbt-rut  rvhich the k ing had / /
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nian Empire]  are th is head of
gold."  How clear!

Here wc see the Bible internret-
ing i tsel f .

'  t .  . t  ' ,  '

F*
t

'

J/,,
,/,:f

t)

.n''-

$r



Verse 39: "But after you shall
arise another kingdom inferior to
yours; then another, a third king-
dom of bronze, which shal l  ru le
over al l  the earth."

Most historians record this clear
progression of empires from the
sixth century B.c.  onward: the
Chaldean-Babylonian Empire (625
to 539 B.c.) ,  the Medo-Persian Em-
pire (538 to 330 n.c.) ,  and the
Greco- Macedonian Empire.

This historic sequence sets the
stage for vital end-time prophecies.
How? Because Daniel l ists no other
empire after the fourth or Roman
Empire that succeeded the Greeks.
The fourth system must thus hold
sway unt i l  the end t ime and be
readily identif iable today-and it
is .  History proves i t .

By 3l  B.c.  the Roman ci ty-state
consol idated i ts r ise to empire.
From then unt i l  a.o.  476 i t  domi-
nated world polit ics. It was a di-
vided empire after Constantinople
became the eastern capital around
A.D. 330 (hence the two i ron legs of
verse 33).

The l0 toes are to be smashed
by Christ ,  the Rock (Dan. 2:34,
I Pet. 2:8), and sure enough, Rev.
17:12-14 shows the "Lamb" ( the
prophetic code word for Christ)
putting an end to the domination of
a group of lO nations at his return.

Clearly, the availability of his-
torical records to help us plot out
how far we have come in prophecy
is part of the knowledge explosion
predicted for these last days (Dan.
l2:4).  History is a useful  tool  that
helps bring us up to date and let us
know how far we have come in
God's plan.

"Here a Little, There a Little"

Isaiah 28:9- l0 states a cardinal
principle of effective Bible study
strikingly relevant to the field of
prophecy:

"Whom will he teach knowl-
edge? And whom will he make to
understand the message? Those
just weaned from milk? Those just
drawn from the breasts? For pre-
cept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept, line upon line, line

upon line, here a little, there a
l i t t le."

This principle is restated in verse
13.

Jesus said to "search the Scrip-
tures" (John 5:39), an activity for
which the Bereans were commended
(Acts l7:10- l  l ) .  The point  is  that  i t
is wise to survey all the particular
prophecies bearing on a subject in-
stead of rushing in with a snap judg-
ment or some instant pet interpreta-
t ion ( I I  Pet.  l :20).

Not grasping this pr inciple,
some interpreters have fallen into
theological quagmires in the "beast
chapters,"  Revelat ion l3 and 17.

Speculat ion abounds! Pseudo-
scholars have author i tat ively
elected Germany as the leopard,
Russia as the bear and Great
Bri tain as the l ion.

Why is this erroneous? Let the
Bible interpret the Bible. The sym-
bols of the leopard, bear and lion
are explained in another beast
chapter-Daniel 7. Yet Daniel 7 is
amplified by Daniel 2, where the
four great gent i le empires are out-
l ined, beginning with Babylon
(Dan. 2:32,38) and fol lowing
through to Persia,  Greece and
Rome (Dan. 2:39-40).

Thus the composite beast of
Revelat ion 13 and 17 is a code that
can be cracked by the "here a lit-
t le,  there a l i t t le" pr inciple.

There is logic, consistency and
internal  structure in Bible
prophecy. We must allow the Bible
to interpret itself and clarify vague
scriptures with clearer ones.

Poct ic Dcvices

Approaching the thought patterns
of 2,500 years ago in the Hebrew
Bible or Old Testament in transla-
tion sometimes presents problems
for modern readers.

An age such as ours expects a
straightforward presentation in lit-
erature. Extraneous material is of-



ten deleted to fit the time con-
straints of today's reader. Hebrew
wri t ing,  however,  depends more
upon context and various degrees
of emphasis and repetit ion. Such
poetry consisted of matching, re-
versing or balancing thoughts.

While these literary devices en-
hance the weight and force of
God's message to man, they are
also a means whereby God is hid-
ing, for a time, that message from
the world as a whole, while reveal-
ing it to a few who have submitted
themselves to a way through
which they can understand that
message.

Daniel  9:26-27 is a pert inent ex-
ample. Here the prophet has ar-
ranged two separate themes in
" layer-cake" sty le-A, B, A, B.
This is a common device in classi-
cal music, where major or minor
themes are alternated, restated and
recapitulated.

Not ice the f i rst  thought (A) in
Daniel  9:26: "And af ter  the s ixty-
two weeks Messiah shall be cut off,
but not for himself."

This messianic reference is com-
pleted in the first phase of verse
27:

"Then he I the Messiah] shal l
confirm a covenant with many for
one week; but in the middle of  the
week he shall bring an end to sac-
rif ice and offering."

Not grasping the poetic struc-
ture here has caused some inter-
preters to force thought B ("the
people of  the pr ince who is to
come") in verse 26 together with
thought A. They have tr ied to
make the pr ince who destroys

Jerusalem identical with the Mes-
siah. This does not fit.

Blending

Seemingly obscure passages often
contain interest ing l i terary pat-
terns. This helps us appreciate
blended prophecies like Isaiah 7
and 8.

Here the prophet announces to
King Ahaz of Judah that his ( Isa-
iah's) own son will prophetically
foreshadow the doom of the neigh-
bor ing k ingdom of Israel  ( Isa.
8:  I  8) .

Yet embedded in these prophe-
cies relating to Israel and Judah in
the eighth century B.c. we find one
of the great themes of al l  the
prophecies-the Messiah, specifi-
cal ly Christ 's bir th to a young vir-
gin ( lsa.7:14).

So we have two births, two sons,
two themes occurring in the same
prophetic chapters. Blended here
also are prophetic references to
Christ's rejection by his own peo-
ple ( Isa. 8:14),  his disciples, and
the preservation and perpetuation
of the Bible (verse 16).

Yet Matthew l :23 is sure proof
that Isaiah 7:14, the passage about
o' Immanuel,"  refers direct ly to
Christ's birth, not the birth of Isa-
iah's son. The blending of major and
minor themes here has masked, to a
certain extent,  the prophecy of
Christ's birth to a virgin.

This approach is "plain to him
who understands, and r ight  to
those who find knowledge" (Prov.
8:9).  Psalm I  I  l :10 te l ls  us that
those who keep God's command-
ments will have a "good under-
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standing." That is precisely where
most people err. Not approaching
the prophecies prayerfully, care-
fully and humbly-seeking to act
on the knowledge revealed-totally
short circuits most people's under-
standing.

One major reason God inspired
these subt le but ski l l fu l  techniques
in prophecy was to ensure that a
right attitude would have to pre-
cede understanding (Matt .  l8:3-4).
The chi ld l ike wi l l ingness to act  on
revealed truth is one of the first
rules of  ef fect ive Bible study. Un-
less the wi l l ingness to obey is
there, the prophecies wil l remain a
mystery ( lsa.  29:  l  I  ) .

God's dynamic inspirat ion of  h is
writers often flowed into creative,
art ist ic channels.  These devices help
cloak the true message from those
not yet  cal led to understand and
those unwi l l ing to heed and obey i t .

"Therefore, behold, I wil l again
do a marvelous work among this
people, a marvelous work and a
wonder; for the wisdom of their
wise men shal l  per ish,  and the un-
derstanding of  their  prudent men
shal l  be hidden" (verse l4) .

Yet we who have been given the
precious gi f t  of  understanding
these truths (  Dan. I  2:  I  0,  Prov.
l :7)  can marvel  at  the var iety and
diversity in God's revelation to us.
Bible prophecy is replete with trea-
sures that God wants his chosen
people to dig out and examine
(Prov.2: l -5) .

Surely David 's exul tant  cry
should be ours: "l rejoice at Your
word as one who finds great trea-
sure" (Ps. 119:162).  t r



f today's Christianity re-
al ly understood and
taught the true Gospel-
and the word gospel

means "good ng1ryg"-f  t tgn
this world would know that the
kingdom of God is soon to be
established on this earth.

The book of Revelation shows
us what happens when Christ
returns to rule this world:  "And
I saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the
bottomless pit and a great chain
in his hand. And he laid hold on
the dragon, that  o ld serpent,
which is the Devi l .  and Satan,
and bound him a thousand
years, and cast him into the bot-
tomless pi t ,  and shut him up,
and set a seal upon him, that he
should deceive the nat ions no
more, t i l l  the thousand years
[the Mi l lennium] should be ful-
f i l led" (Rev. 20: I  -3) .

One of Christ's first acts at his
Second Coming will be to bind Sa-
tan so that the devil can no longer
deceive the world (Rev. l2:9).

Then what wi l l  happen?
"And I saw thrones. and thev

Ithe saints] sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto
them.. .  and they l ived and
reigned with Christ  a thou-
sand years IMi l lennium].
But the rest of  the dead , \

rection: on such the second death
hath no power, but they shall be
priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign [on the earth] with him
a thousand years" (Rev. 20:4-6).

Jesus promised that the saints
-those who, today, allow them-
selves to be ruled by God's law,
who overcome and who endure to
the end-would be given power
over the nat ions (Rev. 2:26-27,
3:21) and that they would reign
with him on the earth (Rev. 5:10.
Dan. 7:27. 2:44\.

UTOPIA
AT LAST!

Millenrrium
Good news is about to fill world news headlines. Jesus
Christ will soon return to usher in, on earth, his
1,000-year reign of peace, happiness and prosperity.

Jesus wi l l  then be "Lord of
lords, and King of k ings" (Rev.
17:14). Zechariah prophesied that
"the Lord shall be king over all the
earth: in that day shall there be one
Lord, and his name one" (Zech.
l4:9).  Jesus'  headquarters wi l l  be
in Jerusalem (Jer.  3:17),  f rom
which he and his saints will rule
the world.

At last-utopia'!

God's kingdom-God's family-
wi l l  rule this earth in true peace,

prosperity and happiness. Let us
notice some of the many scriptures
that describe the coming wonderful
wor ld tomorrow.

With Satan bound-put in an
abyss and restrained, for  1,000
years, from deceiving the nations-
what wi l l  happen'?

"He [ the pol i t ical  ru ler  used by
Satanl  who smote the people in
wrath wi th a cont inual  stroke, he
that ruled the nations in anger, is
persecuted, and none hindereth.
The whole earth is at rest, and is
quiet :  they break forth into
singing" ( lsa.  l4:6-1).  Yes, the na-
t ions wi l l  break forth into s inging
when Satan is bound. The earth
will f inally know peace-no more
strife or war.

God wil l then open, for the first
t ime, the minds of  a l l  people to his
truth ( lsa.  25:7).  God wi l l  begin to
offer his Holy Spirit and salvation
to mankind as a whole. Man's very
nature-his carnal, selfish orienta-
tion toward getting instead of giv-
ing-wil l be changed to God's way
of giving, serving, sharing, of hav-
ing concern for others equal to or
greater than concern for self (Jer.
3 l  :3 1-34).

At last, God's law wil l be written
in the hearts and minds of  a l l
mankind, and crime, war, sickness
and violence wil l vanish. Man wil l

t*

l ived not again unt i l  the
thousand years were f in-
ished. This is the first res-
urrection Ithe resurrection
of the saints,  who wi l l  rule
with Jesus Christ  dur ing
the Mil lenniuml.  Blessed
and holy is he that hath
Dart in the first resur- !
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learn that obedience to God's law What a wonderful, utopian age is
pa1's big dividends. about to dawn on this planet!

Mankind wil l actually begin to What wil l be some specific ef-
seek God-will want to learn of fects of applying God's law world-
and live by God's way: wide?

Then wi l l  be " the t imes of
restorat ion of al l  th ings" (Acts
3:21). Jesus Christ will open the
way to the tree of life-the way of
peace-to everyone (Rev. 22:2,
l4).  God's Spir i t  of  love wi l l  be
poured out all over this earth (Joel

much imagination to see how this
law of love wil l bring peace. With-
out murder, war is virtually impos-
sible.

The Seventh Commandment
reads, "You shall not commit adul-
tery" (Ex. 20:14). Again God em-
phasizes the family as the way to
peace. Adultery has shattered the
peace of numerous marriages, end-
ing in violence and divorce.

In the wor ld tomorrow. hus-

Man will not only be at peace with his
fellowman, but with nature itself. God will
change the disposition of animals also . . . What
a wonderful, utopian age is about to dawn on
this planet!

"And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the
Lord's house shall be established in
the top of the mountains . . . and all
nations shall f low unto it. And
many people shal l  go and Soy,
Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob: and he wil l
teach us of his ways, and we wil l
walk in his paths: for out of Zion
shal lgo for th the law [of  God],  and
the word of  the Lord f rom
Jerusalem.

"And he shall judge among the
nat ions,  and shal l  rebuke many
people: and they shall beat their
swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation
shall not l i ft up sword against na-
tion, neither shall they learn war
any more" ( lsa.  2:2-4).

The prophet Micah adds this in-
teresting detail: "But they shall sit
every man under his vine and un-
der his fig tree; and none shall
make them afraid: for the mouth of
the Lord of hosts hath spoken it"
(Mic.  4:4).

Today people l ive in constant
fear of violence and crime from
fellowman; nations l ive in dread
of the nuclear mushroom cloud.
But in the wonderful world to-
morrow, "None shall make them
afraid"!

Man wil l not only be at peace
with his fellowman, but with na-
ture itself. God wil l change the
disposition of animals also:

"The wolf also shall dwell with
the lamb, and the leopard shall l ie
down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatl ing to-
gether; and a l itt le child shall lead
them. And the cow and the bear
shall feed Itogether]; their young
ones shall l ie down together: and
the l ion shall eat straw like the ox.
And the sucking child shall play on
the hole of the asp, and the weaned
child shall put his hand on the
cockatrice' den.

"They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all my holy mountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge
of the Lord, as the waters cover the
sea" ( Isa.  l l :6-9).

2:28). Love and peace will be ev-
erywhere, because the love of God
will be poured out in the hearts of
people by the Holy Spirit (Rom.
5:5).

The world will be ready to learn
and live the way of peace.

The way to psace

Love and peace will no longer be
empty words. Almighty God will
fi l l them with substance-with ac-
tion. For peace will never come by
words alone, but by every act of
love. God will teach people how to
love one another through his law.

The first law that brings peace
between people through love is the
Fifth Commandment, which tells
us to honor our parents (Ex.
2O:12). Today parents and children
are further apart than ever before,
and we are further from world
peace than ever before.

Parents raise dictators and war-
mongers. Children grow up dishon-
oring and disobeying all authority,
even God's. The result is crime and
internat ional terror ism. Chi ldren
become the leaders who plunge the
world into war.

In the world tomorrow, children
will honor and obey their parents.
These children will grow up to be
peace-loving leaders.

Now not ice the Sixth Com-
mandment: "You shall not mur-
der" (verse l3). It doesn't take

bands and wives will remain faith-
ful to one another. They will love
each other so much that adultery
wi l l  be unthinkable. Famil ies wi l l
reap the peace of this law.

"You shall not steal," reads the
Eighth Commandment (verse l5).
How many times has peace been
stolen by the breaking of this law?
One nation tries to steal (get) the
possessions of another, and war en-
sues. Once you help teach people to
give rather than get, stealing will
be eradicated. Once steal ing is
eradicated, peace will be given to
the world.

Not ice the Ninth Command-
ment: "You shall not bear false
witness against  your neighbor"
(verse l6).  Imagine a world where
people kept their word-a world
free of accusations and propaganda.

"You shal l  not  covet
anything that is your neighbor's,"
says the Tenth Commandment
(verse l7).  This is the law to end
all wars. James asked, "Where do
wars and fights come from among
you?" The answer? "Do they not
come from your desires for plea-
sure that war in your members?"
(James 4:1).  The desire to get is at
the root of all sin.

The nations will learn to praise
God for his bountiful blessings-to
rejoice with their neighbors rather
than covet. The whole world will
rejoice in thanksgiving to God.
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God's law of love will form the
foundation of world peace.

A world of abundance

Revolutions will take place in agri-
culture and construction. Man will
no longer be occupied with war and
trying to harm his fellowman. Un-
der the direction of Christ and the
immortal rulers, man will be able
to devote his energies to food pro-
duct ion and rebui ld ing-prop-

ground shall become a pool, and
the thirsty land spr ings of  wa-
ter . . . And an highway shall be
there,  and a way.. .of  hol iness"
(verses l -2,5-8).

No more wil l thousands starve to
death daily, while mill ions of oth-
ers suffer malnutrit ion because of
lack of  food (Amos 9:13-15).

What a time of prosperity! Man
will have abundant reason to re-
jo ice (Jer.  3 l :12-13, 30:19).

When God restores His law and His way of
life-His divine government-to this war-weary
earth, then we shall have unprecendented
peace, happiness, abundant health and
worldwide prosperity.

Mankind wil l begin to keep all
God's laws, which wil l include ob-
serving his Sabbaths and Holy
Days (Isa. 66:23-24, Zech. 14:16-
l9). Individuals who rebel against
Chr ist 's  ru le wi l l  be deal t  wi th
swift ly and surely.

In addi t ion,  there wi l l  be no
more confusion of tongues-the
whole earth wil l be united with one
language (Zeph. 3:9).

And dur ing the Mi l lennium Je-
sus Christ-God himsel f -wi l l
dwel l  on earth,  at  Jerusalem, wi th
mankind ( lsa.  33:11-2O, Joel  3:20-
2l) .  Jerusalem wi l l  t ru ly become
the "Ci ty of  Peace" dur ing the
Mi l lennium.

The whole world wil l rejoice

This earth cannot know true, last-
ing peace ( Isa.  59:8) unt i l  the
"Pr ince of  Peace" ( Isa.  9:6-7) re-
turns to this planet and establishes
his world-ruling government.

God's Word has much more to
say about what God's kingdom will
be l ike than we have been able to
cover in this article. If you would
like to know more, please write for
our free book The Wonderful
World Tomorrow-What It Will
Be Like.

When God restores his law and
his way of l i fe-his divine govern-
ment- to th is war-weary earth,
then we shall have unprecedented
peace, happiness, abundant health
and worldwide prosper i ty.  This
wonderful  wor ld 16m611sw-1hs
I,000-year rule of  the k ingdom of
God-will be a time of supreme
rejoic ing for al l  nat ions.

What a wor ld that  wi l l  be!  D

erly-civil ization. God wil l even
change the weather and landscapes
to promote man's physical prosper-
ity (Isa. 30:23-25).

Isaiah 35 gives further details
about the Messiah's reign: "The
wilderness and the solitary place
shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as
the rose. It shall blossom abun-
dantly, and rejoice even with joy
and singing . . . Then the eyes of
the blind shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as an
hart, and the tongue of the dumb
sing: for in the wilderness shall
waters break out, and streams in
the desert .  And the parched

;

During the Millennium, God's
people will show the nations of this
earth how to build and how to re-
store, unlike today, when so many
are bent on tearing down and de-
stroying (Isa. 6l :4).

Right rel ig ion and educat ion

Under the training of Christ  and
God's immortal, spirit-born chil-
dren, man will finally learn and
practice God's way-the way to ev-
ery abundant blessing. Rel igion
and education will be inextricably
intertwined ( Isa.  30:20-21).

The immortal saints will be able
to suddenly appear and rebuke any-
one who goes the wrong way.

True rel igion wi l l  be enforced.



HY SHOULD A

UTOPIA BE IMPOS-

srBLE? Why
shouldn' t  we

have a world at peace, filled
with joy and prosperity, racial
harmony and genuine love?

God has allowed a six-thou-
sand-year period for mankind to
rule himself apart from God if
man so chooses. During this t ime,
God has, in a sense, kept hands
off the affairs of this world. Man
has pursued the course that
"seems r ight"  to him.

But the new order-THE HAPPY
woRLD ToMoRRow-will soon be
here. A thousand years of peace
and prosperity are just around the
corner.

It is time you knew about the
coming Utopia-a utt-l-eNNIutvt of
abundant and happy living-free
from the fears of war. sickness and
poverty.

What Do We Mean "Millennium"?
Actually, the word "millennium" is
derived from the Latin which sim-
ply means a thousand years. lnstead
of finding the word "millennium"
in the Scriptures, you will read of
the "thousand years." The only
scriptures in all the Bible defining
the numerical limits of this period
of time are in Revelation 2O:l-9.

Here is the time setting for the
coming Utopia or Mi l lennium.

The apostle John wrote that he
saw an angel who "laid hold on the
dragon, that old serpent, which is
the Devil, and Satan, and bound
him a thousand years . . . and set a
seal upon him, that he should de-
ceive the nations no more. till the
thousand years should be fuffilled"
(Rev. 20:2-3).

Dur ing the Mi l lennium (the
thousand years), the devil does not
deceive the nations. This age we
are now in couldn't be the Millen-
nium, because the devil is stil l de-
ceiving the nations. Therefore the
Millennium must stil l be in the
future.

Not ice what else the apost le
John says about the thousand
years. "Blessed and holy is he that
hath part in the first resurrection:
on such the second death hath no
power, but they shall be priests of

World
Ibmortow
I t isjust around the corner-universal peace and
prosperity, a world bubbling over with joy and happiness!

God and of Christ, and shall reign
with him a thousand years" (Rev.
2O:6).

So the Mi l lennium is a t ime
when the saints reign with Christ.
The saints help create the millen-
nial Utopia. Who are the saints?
Those who are qualifying now by
obedience to the Law of God
through faith in Christ.

Did you ever notice before that
those in the first resurrection will
re ign wi th Chr ist  a thousand
years? (Rev. 2O:4.) This means
that the Millennium can't begin
until enrnn the first resurrection,
because it is those in the first resur-
rection who do the ruling.

When Will the Millennium Occur?

Now when does the first resurrec-
tion occur?

I Thessalonians. 4: l4- 17 declares
that the first resurrection occurs at
the Second Coming of Christ .
". . . The Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and
the dead in Christ shall rise first:
Then we which are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. . ."

This f i rst  resurrect ion occurs

". . . at the Iast trump: for the trum-
pet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed" ( l  Cor.  l5:52).

Since the saints do not rise until
the Second Coming of Christ, and
since they rule with Christ during
the Mil lennium. then the thousand
years must occur after the second
coming of Christ, and Nor before.
This is vitally important because
there are some who teach that Je-
sus does not come until the end of
the thousand years. But your Bible
says Jesus comes at the beginning
of the thousand years.

But what else occurs when the
last trump sounds? In Revelation
I I :15, when the last or seventh
trumpet is blown, the dead are
raised AND "the kingdoms of this
world are become the kingdoms of
our Lord. and of his Christ: and he
shall reign forever and ever."

This is when that promised time
of peace and prosperity begins!
Christ is beginning his reign and
the saints are already resurrected
to rule with Christ.

But where shall the saints rule?

Where Wil l  the Mi l lennium
Be Spent?
The last phrase of I Thessalonians
4:17 tells us. After all the saints
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mect the Lord in the air ,  they shal l
"ever be with the Lord."  Since the
saints shal l  a lways be with Jesus
Christ ,  then any scr ipture that  te l ls
us where Christ wil l be, wil l also
explain where those resurrected
saints sf ta l /  be dur ing the thousand
years.  Also a verse that says where
the saints shal l  ru le dur ing the
thousand years,  explains the place
where Chr ist  must be rul ing,  too!

Now consider th is.  [n order to
reign dur ing the Mi l lennium, there
must be someone for the saints to
reign over. Over whom does Christ
give the saints power and
author i ty to rule?

Not ice Revelat ion
2:26-21 .  Jesus promises:
"And he that over-
cometh .  .  .  to him wi l l  I
g ive power over the na-
t ions:  and he shal l  nulE
them with a rod of  i ron."
So the saints wi l l  ru le
over the nat ion.s.  And
these nat ions wi l l  be
ruled with a rod of  i ron.

In the last  days of  the
kings or rulers of  th is
present c iv i l izat ion.
"shal l  the God of  heaven
set up a k ingdom, which
shal l  never be destroyed:
and the kingdom shal l
not be lcft to other peo-
ple Inot  to human be-
ings,  rather to thc sons
of Godl,  but  i t  shal l
break in pieces and con-
sume al l  these kingdoms,
and i t  shal l  stand for-
ever" (Dan.2:44).

Not ice,  that  i t  is  " in
the days of  these kings,"  not  a
thousand years later,  that  God sets
up his k ingdom under Chr ist-pic-
tured by the stone that smote the
image (Dan. 2:34, 35)-which
"became a great mountain,  and
FILLED THE WHOLE EARTH.' '  I t
doesn't f i l l  heaven, but it does fi l l
the earth.

To say that these nat ions are in
heaven is absurd.  Are there such
sinful  nat ions in heaven that the
saints have to rule them with an
iron rod? Of course not. These are
the nations of this earth.

Many scr iptures te l l  us that
Chr ist  wtLL rule on this earth.  In
Revelat ion 3:21, Jesus said:  "To
him that overcometh wil l I srant ro
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sit with me in my throne, even as
I also overcame, and am set down
with my Father in his throne."  So
the resurrected saints wil l sit with
Christ  on his throne whi le rul ing
the nat ions.

At the present moment Chr ist  is
s i t t ing on his Father 's throne in
heaven (Rev. 3:21).  He is Nor s i t -
t ing on his own throne. But when
Jesus leaves healen ( . {cts -1: f  I  )  to
come for the saints.  ther are
promised a place ui th hint  on hi .s
t hrone.

Wherc ui l l  Jesus' throne bel

The Millennium is the

reign of the Kingdom of God
on this earth. . . .  When

Satan and his demons are
restrained from their work of
deception, the earth shall at

last have its millennial

"sabbath of rest." The

resurrected saints will judge

the world with Christ . . .

the ut termost parts of  the earth for
thy possession. Thou shal t  break
them with a rod oJ l ron, '  thou shal t
dash them in picces l ike a potter 's
vessel"  (  Ps.  2:7-9).

Here the Bible says that Jcsus
Christ ,  the Son of  God, ui l l  ru le in
vir tual ly the same manner as the
sai  nts.

l f  a l l  these scr iptures are not
proof enough that we shal l  re ign
with Chr ist  on th i .s earth.  and not
in heaven, dur ing the Mi l lennium,
then turn to Rcvelat ion 5:9.  The
proper t ranslat ion of  th is verse,

f ' rom the or ig inal  Greek,
is that  Chr ist  purchased
rr  i th his blood "men of
e\cr \  t r ibe.  and tongue,
r tnd pe '  'p lc.  r rnd nlr t ion.
and nradest thcnr u k ing-
dom and pr icsts to our
God: and the.r ' .sht t l l  re iqt t
upct t t  the earth.  "  (Sce the
Revi.sed Standard Ver-
s ion. )

How and When Jesus
Returns to Earth

In Acts I  :9-  I  I  the ac-
count of  Jesus'  dcparture
ovcr nincteen hundred
years ago is given.
"Whi lc they bchcld,  he
was taken up: and a c loud
receivcd him out of  their
s ight .  And whi lc thcy
lookcd steadfast ly toward
lrcaven as he went up, be-
hold,  two rrcn .  said,
Ye men ol-  Gal i lee,  why
stand 1c grLzing up into
henven' l  This san-rc Jcsus.
which is takcn un l ron.r

you into hci tvcn. t l t t t l l  . ; , t  t l t tnt t , i t t
I ike ntonner es le hute seen hint
go int t , t  heuvett . "

How did - lesus lcave' l  He as-
cended 1'ronr t l . rc \ ' lount of  Ol ives
and urrs rc-ceivcd by the c louds of
hcavcn. \nd hc is going to return
i t t  l i  k  e nta nner.

In Rcvclat ion l9 we read that.
at  the Second Coming of  Chr ist ,
n-r i l i tarv cont ingents of  a l l  nat ions
are gathered to batt lc against
Jerusalem. This same t ime, the
Second Coming of  Chr ist ,  is  de-
scr ibed in Zechar iah 14: l -3.  I t  is  in
the Day of  the Lord,  when al l  na-
t ions are warr ing against
Jerusalem.

"THEN shal l  the Lord so forth.

The Throne of  David ls Not
in Heaven!

The throne of  Jesus Christ  could
not be in heaven because the angel
Gabriel  said that  " the Lord God
shal l  g ive unto him the throne of
his J 'ather David" (see Luke l ;30-
33).  So Jesus'  thronc wl l l  be the
throne of David. David's throne is
on this earth!  (Jer.  33: l7.)  The
Father 's throne is in heaven. Dur-
ing the Mi l lennium, the saints shal l
s i t  wi th Chr ist  on the throne of
David in Jerusalem.

The Psalmist  says:  "Thou art  my
son; th is day have I  begotten thee.
Ask of me, and I shall give thee the
heathen for th ine inher i tance. and



and f ight  against  those na-
tions. . . ond his feet shall stand in
that day upon the mount of
Olives" (Zech. l4:3, 4).

\otice it. Jesus is coming in the
clouds of heaven (Rev. 1:7) and
shall fight against the nations and
his feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives, which is
on this earth. It does not say that
Jesus will stand on the mount a
thousand years later, but in that
day as he returns to receive the
throne of David and to rule the
nations with a rod of iron.

He Remains on the Earth

When Jesus returns to
earth, the saints will be
with him-they wi l l
"ever be with the Lord."
He comes in the clouds of
this earth's atmosphere
wherein they meet him
and then accompany him
to this earth. That is
where the saints shall be.

Let's continue reading
what Zechariah wrote.
"And it shall be in that
day fnotice, it is still lfte
srme general period of
t ime, not a thousand
years later], that living
waters shall go out from
Jerusalem.. . in summer
and in winter shall it be.
And the Lord shall be
king over ALL THE
EARTH.. .a l l  the land
shal l  be turned as a
pf ain . . .  and inhab-
i ted. . .And men shal l
dwel l  in i t .  and there
shall be no more utter destruction;
but Jerusalem shall be safely in-
habi ted" (Zech. l4:8- l  l ) .

In the day (same general period)
that Christ returns. not a thousand
years later, the land shall be inhab-
ited and men shall live there, And
the gentile nations, after theft en-
tire armies have been destroyed
(Zech. 14:12-15),  shal l  come to
serve Jesus Christ. "And it shall
come to pass, that every one that is
left of all the nations which came
against Jerusalem shall even go up
from year to year to worship the
King, the Lord of hosts, and to
keep the feast of  tabernacles"
(Zech. l4:16).

The people that shall be left are

going to worship the Lord year by
year in Jerusalem, which is on this
earth, not in heaven. The Lord
shall be King over all the earth
(Zech. l4:9).  Verses l7 to 19 show
him punishing nations for disobedi-
ence. As they sit with Jesus on his
throne, the saints are also going to
judge and correct the nations.

None of these events can occur
before the thousand years, and
none can occur in heaven, because
there are no disobedient nations
there.

And except for a brief period at

Just quoting this much, one is
left with the impression that there
are no inhabitants on the earth.
that the Millennium will be a pe-
riod of complete desolation. But
why not quote the whole verse?
What does God mean by the earth
being made empty? Did he mean
that there are no inhabitants?

Not at all! Let's not stop at this
verse, but continue reading this en-
tire chapter.

What will God do? He "scat-
tereth abroad the inhabi tants
thereof. And it shall be, as with the

people, so with the priest,
as with the servant, so
with his master. . . .The
land shall be utterly emp-
t ied,  and ut ter ly
spoi led. . . the haughty
people of the earth do
languish. . . they that
dwell therein are deso-
late: therefore the inhabi-
tants of the earth are
burned, and FEw MEN
LEFT.,,

Read this ent i re
twenty-fourth chapter of
Isaiah. It shows the pun-
ishments to be meted out
on this earth just prior to
the beginning of the thou-
sand years-the complete
destruction of civilization
and "few men left."

Remember also what
Zechariah said about
those who shall be left.
They shal l  go up to
Jerusalem from year to
year and worship the
Eternal .  who shal l  be

King over all the earth. Isaiah says
that those few who are left "shall
lift up their voice, they shall sing
for the majesty of the Lord [Isa.
24:141. . . When the Lord of hosts
shall reign in mount Zion, and in
Jerusalem" (verse 23). Yes, Christ
will reign on earth from Jerusalem,
not heaven, and there will be in-
habitants who shall repopulate the
earth.

Again, Jeremiah 4:23-31 is also
lifted out of its historical context
and misapplied to the thousand
years. If you will study the book of H
Jeremiah from the beginning, you 

;will notice that these verses are ;
Not referr ing to the thousand p
years. The prophet warns Judah E

the conclusion of the thousand
years (Rev. 2O:7-9), neither will
disobedient nations be in the New
Earth af ter  the Mi l lennium.
Therefore these events must hap-
pen during the Millennium and on
this earth.

The Earth ls Not to Be Desolate

Some misinterpret Isaiah 24 in a
feeble effort  to contradict  the
gospel and the plain statements of
Scripture. The time setting of this
chapter is just prior to the begin-
ning of the Millennium. The first
verse is often quoted as: "Behold,
the Lord maketh the earth empty,
and maketh it waste. and turneth it
upsidedown.. . . "
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that Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon is
coming "to make thy land deso-
late; and thy cities shall be laid
waste.  wi thout an inhabi tant"
(verse 7). This is speaking of Ju-
dah, not the whole earth. "The
whole land shall be desolate; yet
will I not make a full end" (verse
27).

This prophecy is No.r referring
to the Mi l lennium.

This chapter shows that there
are gentiles on the earth who will
not be allowed by God to make a
full end of Judah, even though they
desolate the land completely. Verse
twenty-nine shows that not a man
shall dwell in the cities. Why? Be-
cause there are no human beings
on the earth? No! But because
whole cities shall flee before the
horsemen of the gentiles.

Together with these two mis-
quoted texts, some turn to II Thes-
salonians l :8 and 2:8.

The first of these verses is speak-
ing of  angels who wi l l  take
vengeance on those that know not
God and obey not the gospel. It is
assumed that this text says that all
people will be destroyed, but it
doesn't say that. It is only those
who refuse to obey that will perish.

The other verse often mentioned
(I I  Thess. 2:8) nowhere speaks of

ALL THE WICKED. I t  MENtiONS
"THAT wtcKED" whom Christ shall
destroy, "even HlM, whose coming
is after the working of Satan"
(verse 9). So it is not all wicked
people but one specific individual
that is to be destroyed.

None of the preceding texts de-
scribes an earth without inhabi-
tants for a thousand years.

What Will the Millennium Be Like?

Isaiah I I tells of the Millennium.
The gentiles are going to seek God
(verse l0), and Israel and Judah
are going to be gathered the second
t ime from the heathen nat ions
(verse 1 I  ) .  This could not be
speaking of any "spiritual Israel."
The last verses in this chapter
speak of men crossing rivers and
highways as they leave the gentile
nations and return the second time
to the land of promise.

This is the time spoken of by
Paul. "Blindness in part is hap-
pened to Israel, until the fulness of
the Gentiles be come in. And so all
Israel shall be saved: as it is writ-
ten, There shall come out of Sion
the Deliverer, and shall turn away
ungodliness from Jacob: for this is
my covenant unto them, when I
shall take away their sins" (Rom.
ll:25-27).

Here is cooD NEws! Here is
part of the gospel message. Blind-
ness is happened to Israel, not
forever, but until the full number
of gentiles who are to be con-
verted in this age comes into the
kingdom. Then Israel shall be for-
given and the vast majority of
gentiles shall seek God.

Returning to Isaiah I l, verse 4:
Christ "shall smite the earth with
the rod of his mouth, and with
the breath of his lips shall he slay
the wicked." At this very time
when he is punishing the wicked
and "reproving with equity the
meek of ths e411h"-at this very
time. notice i1-'31hg wolf also
shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall l ie down with the
kid . . . and a little child shall lead
them.. .  and the l ion shal l  eat
straw like the ox. And the sack-
ing child shall play on the hole of
the asp, and the weaned child
shall put his hand on the cocka-
trice' [adder's] den. They shall
not hurt nor destroy in all my
holy mountain: for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the
Lord. as the waters cover the sea"
( Isa.  I  l :6-9).

This is a real Utopia. This can't
be in heaven. There are no human
beings in heaven. Children are not
being suckled and weaned in
heaven.

And this can't be in the New
Earth because there will be no
wicked persons there (Rev. 2l:l-
4,8, 27).  These events must occur
on this earth during the Millen-
nium. It can't happen in heaven,
nor in the New Earth, nor during
this age before the Millennium
begins. Who is going to tame wild,
carnivorous animals so they eat
straw like the ox before the 1000

years? This prophecy is for the
Mil lennium. What a wonderful
world! And each of us can have a
part in preparing the way for this
glorious age.

Satan to Be Bound

The Bible teaches that the Millen-
nium is the reign of the kingdom of
God ox rHrs EARTH. The Millen-
nium is not the kingdom; i t  is
merely the first thousand years'
re ign of  that  k ingdom on this
earth. Physical people will populate
the earth during this new age.

Satan is taken from the people
and bound LEST he should deceive
the nations. If there were no na-
tions left to deceive. he would not
have to be bound and shut up in a
place of restraint (Rev. 20: l -3).

When Satan and his demons are
restrained from their work of de-
ception, the earth shall at last have
its millennial "sabbath of rest."
The resurrected saints will judge
the world with Christ, and all na-
tions shall finally have peace, be-
cause they will for the first time be
following that law which "shall go
forth out of Zion."

Will the Dead Be Resurrected
During the Mi l lennium?

Some understand that the Millen-
nium will occur on this earth. But
they teach that there will be resur-
rections during the entire period. Is
this true?

They have on occasion claimed
that Revelation 20:5 is not a part of
the Bible. This verse says: "but the
rest of the dead lived not again
until the thousand years were fin-
ished."

This text belongs in the Bible. It
is found in the overwhelming ma-
jority of Greek manuscripts. Seri-
ous Bible scholars do not even
question its authenticity.

It is after the Millennium (Rev.
20: l  l -15) that the rest of  the dead
are raised. If they were raised from
their  graves during the Mi l len-
nium, there would be no need of a
time of resurrection after the thou-
sand years. A Utopia is coming-
the wonderful World of Tomorrow
is just around the corner. !


